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their work as it should be carried out. The
Minisier has the last say in the matter. He
will decide whether a body is fit to be en-
trusted with this means of raising money.
I hope the second reading of the Bill will
be passed. I believe we could make it a
workable measare.

Hon. R. G. ARDAGH ({North-East—in
reply) [9.21]: 1 thank hon. members for
the interest they have displayed in this
Bill, but I would thank them a great deal
more if they would vote for the second
reading, The practice of selling {tickets
for raffles and art unions has been abused
in the past and is illegal, though it has
' been countenanced up to the present by the
authorities. This Bill seeks to alter that
position, Mr. Sanderson lays stress on the
education of our ehildren. The proposed
amendment is intended to protect the
chiidren. At present they are allowed to
gell tickets from house to house and from
person to person, and solicit money for
various objects. This should not be allowed
any longer. Children should not be engaged
in selling tickets in lotteries, raffles, and art
urions. Members who are opposed to lot-
teries have carefully avoided the fact that
hundreds of thousands of pounds go out of
the State every year to other States of the
Commonwealth. Even the Leader of the
House avoided that guestion. The Minister
for Education has referred to the raising
of £600 ian half an honr for the Children’s
Hospital. This money was raised by sporg-
ing members of the community, and Mr. P.
A. Connolly headed the list with £100, If
it had not been for these gentlemen the
hospital wonld have found great difficulty
in raising the money. The sporting com-
munity of the metrepolitan area have taken
a prominent part in the Ugly Men’s Asso-
ciation, but the willing horse has been
ridden to death. Some other means must
be provided for the raising of momey for
these deserving objects. No doubt some of
these organisations that are at the back of
this imstitution have in thejr minds the
raising of money by these lotteries. If
their work is retarded it will cause great
hardship to certain sections of the com-
munity.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .- .. .. 10
Noes .. .. .. .. 13
Majority against .., 3
AYEB,

Hon. R. G. Ardagh ' Han, A. Lovehin
Hon. V. Hawersley ' Hon. T. Moore
Hon. E. H. Harrls Hon. A. H. Papton
Hon, J. W. Hickey * Hop. SirB . Wittenoom
Hon. J. W. Kirwan | Hon. F. A. Baglin

| (Tcller.)
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NoES,
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hon. J. Mils
Hon. J. Duffelt Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon. J. Ewlug Hon. E. Rose
Hen. J. A. Grelg Hon. A. J, H, Saw
Hon. J, J. Holines Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. Q. McKenzle Hon. A. Sanderson
Hon. G. W, Miles (Teder.)
Patn.
AYES. NoEs,

Hen. J. Cornell Hon. J. E. Dadd

Question thus negatived; the Bill de-

feated,

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME
TAX.

- Asgsembly’s Message.

Message received from the Assembly
notifying that it had-agreed to make the
amendment requested by the Council sub-
jeet to the modification set out in the
schedule,

BILL—STATE CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Message.

Message received from the Assembly
notifying that it had agreed to the Coun-
eil’s modification of the amendment made
by the Council to amendment No. 2 made
by the Assembly.

House adjourned at 9.30 p.m.
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QUESTTON —PUBLIC SERVICE RE-
CLASSTFICATION BOARD.

Alr. PICKERING (for Mr. A. Thomsen)
asked the Premier: 1, How many days has
the Public Service Reclassification Board
sat? 2, What has been the fotal cost of the
hoard to the 20th October?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The Publio
Servants’ and Teachers’ Appeal Board has
held 73 public sittings and 25 private sit-
tings. 2, Approximately £955. -

QUESTICNS (2)—OTL POSSIBILITIES,
KIMBERLEY.

Thorough Geological Survey.

Mr. J. THOMSON asked the Premicr: In
view of the report furnished by Professor
David to the ‘‘Sydney Daily Telegraph’’ of
the 17th inst., in which he states that the
‘"Kimberley region is far more settled in
its structures than that of Papua and so
should in this respect have the advantage
over the latter region (Papua) in the exist-
ence of oil beds,”’ will he, as Premier, while
in Melbourne, make strong representations
to the Commonwealth Government to have a
thorongh geological survey made as soon as
possible under the auspices of Professor Sir
Fdgeworth David?

The PREMTER replied: We have a com-
petent geological staff connected with our
Mines Department. T shall diseuss the mat-
ter of oil discoveries generally with the
Prime Minister while in Melbourne if oppor-
tunity can be found.

Company Formation and Government Con-
trol.

Mr. J. THOMSON asked the Colonial See-
retary, representing the Minister for Mines:
In view of the fact that a numbcer of oil
eompanies have been floated and others are
about to be floated for the purpose of boring
for petrolenm, would it not be in the inter-
ests of the State to exercise some Govern-
" ment control in the selection of sites under
scicntific supervision in order to obviate the
possible loss of money and subsequent dam-
age to the future prospects of the North-
Western portion of this State?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
Subseetion 4, Section 7, of ‘*The Mining Act
Amendment Act, 1920,”° provides for action
in the direction suggested by the hon, mem-
ber, and rends as follows:—‘'Every licensee
shall furnish te the Minister monthly reports
of the work done in searehing for mineral
oil, and if he discovers mineral oil, or any
indication that rcnders the presence of min-
eral oil probable, he shall immediately re-
port the discovery to the Minister. On any
guch discovery being made the Minister may
direct the future working by the licensee, to
such extent as may be necessary to guard
against loss or.waste of mineral oil, and such
directions when given in writing by the Min-
ister to the licensece shall be observed and
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earried into effeet by him. Tf a leensee
miakes default in the observance of this sub-
section in any respeet, the Minister may ean-
cel the license.’’ Every assistance that can
be justifiably extended to the licensces has
been granted, and this poliey will be econ-
tinued.

QUESTION—CATTLE SHIPMEXT,
WYNDHAM.

Mr. MeCALLUM asked the Premier, repre-
senting the Minister for North-West: 1,
Has his attention been ealled to the recent
loading of cattle at Wyndham for Manila,
in which it is reported that coloured labour
was employed and the operations occupied
four days to load 500 head, resulting in the
loss of over 100 ecattle in addition to the
serious deterioration of the remainder of the
shipment? 2, In view of the serious effect
this happening is likely to have on future
trade with Manila, will he take the necessary
action to cnsure the employment of white
labour on this work in the future?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Ex-
haustive inquiries are being made with a
view to such action being taken as may be
neeessary to insure that cattle shall be loaded
under humane conditions, File herewith sets
out cireumstances. The loss will fall on
Manila purchasers, and should teach them a
iesson.

QUESTION—RUSSIAN GOVERNMENT,
LECTURER'S BONA FIDES.

Mr. TEESDALE asked the Premier: 1,
Have the Government any information as to
the bona fides of a gentleman now lecturing
thronghout the State on the subject of the
Allies’ hostility to the Russian Soviet Gov-

ernment? 2, If so, will the information be
made available to the House?
The PREMIER replied- 1, No. 2,

Answered by No. 1.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE—FEDERA-
TION AND THE STATE.

Extension of time.

On motion by MMr. Angelo, the time for
Lringing up the report of the Commitiee was
extended to Wednesday, 23rd November,

C. KESSELL, RETIRE-
MENT.

On motion by Capt. Carter {Leecderville),
ordered: That all papers in conueetion with
the retirement of A. Colemso Kessell be laid
on the Table of the House.

PAPERS—A.

PAPERS— ‘KANGAROO,’”’ ALTERA-
TIONS,

On motion by Mr., Underwood (Pilbara)
ordered: That all papers relating to the
alterations of the State motor ship ‘' Kanga-
roo’! be laid upon the Table of the House,



1480

ASSEXT TOQ BILLS.

Message from the Govermor received and
read notifying assent te the following
Bills:—

1, Electoral Act .Amendment.

2, Fremantle Lands.

3, Official Trustee.

BILL—NORTH FREMANTLE RATES
VALIDATION.

Introduced by Minister for Works and read
a first time,

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Sccond Reading.

Mr. MeCALLUM (South Fremantle) [4-40]:
It will be seen from a perusal of the Bill that I
am not attempting any comprehensive amend-
ment of the existing legislation. I merely
propose to extend its operations to & section of
workers at present not included within its scope.
The function of framing a comprehensive amend-
ing measure to the existing Arbitration Act is
one for which the Government should take the
responsibility. My immediate concern is to have
the provisions of the Act extended to include
a section of workers who have been excluded.
Regarding the general principle of arbitration,
I believe we are at a critical stage just now,
and I would not be inclined to tamper too much
with .the existing law at the present moment.
I believe we shall put: the principle of acbitration
to a real and very critical teat during the next
year or two. We are now on a falling market.
The principle of arbitration has served us to a
congiderable extent with benefit to the com-
munity at large during recent years with a
rising market. Now that therc is a falling
market, the principle will be put to a more severe
test. The cry is being raised throughout Aus-
tralis and throughout the world that wages must
come down, and in order to achieve that end
some people are taking up the stand that arbitra-
tion should be abolished. Although those
people say that wages should come down because
prices are said to be decreasing, mothing was
heard from those same people while prices were
soaring, that wages should go up too. The
hue and ery throughout Australis that wages
must come down is because, it is said, the cost
of living iz coming down. I would remind
people who raise that cry that the effective
wage throughout the Commonwealth is not now
equal to what it was in 1914 and the increase
in wages has not kept pace with the increased
cost of commodities. In that case, the worker
is worse off to-day end is not in such an ad-
vantageous position reganling the spending
power of his money a8 he waa prior to the war.

The Minister for Worka: The taxpayers
ore worse off to-day than ever they were.

Mr. McCALLUM : That is not correct.

The Minister for Works: I know it ia correct.

Mr. McCALLUM : The wealth of the country
has incregsed by £250,000,000 and it has not
gone into the pockets of the workers. This
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has been produced by the workers and has gone
into the pockets of a few, and the workers are
worse off than they were before the 250 millions
of wealth was produced.

The Minister for Weorks: T say the taxpayers
are worse off.

Mr. McCALLUM: Well, the taxpayers are
the wage earners. I agree that they are worse
off, but the community who live on the products
of the working men are to.day better off than
they were before. 1 have supported the principle
of arbitration and will continue to do so until
such time as we can devise better means. But
while the people are talking of establishing & basic
wage, and while the argument is reging around
the question of wages boards as against arbitra-
tion or some other system, there is no talk of
& basic profit. No argument is put up to the
effect that the profits derived from the efforts
of the workers should be in any way limited.
It cannot be expected for a moment that the
workers of thie State or of Australie or of any
other part of the world are going to be satisfied
with their wage limit, while the rest of the com-
munity have absolutely no limit placed upon
what they can earmn or the profits they can
extract from the industries of the country.
Those who argue that the Arbitration Court
should be abolished and that all restrictions
regarding the fixation of wages and control of
industrial conditions should be wiped out are
the same people who, during recent years when
prices were rising, when the labour market was
in & different position, and when skilled workers
were scarce and could command almost any
wages they asked, condemned the workers when
they struck instead of going to the Arbitration
Court, as disloyalists and enemies to their country.
They were called direct actionists, and in some
cases it was advocated that they should be
deported.

Capt. Carter: What section is seeking the
abolition of arbitration ?

Mr. MecCALLUM : The Premiers of
States, at any rate.

Capt. Carter : Total abolition ¥

Mr. McCALLUM : Yes, of State and Common-
wealth arbitration. These men are the heads
of their respective States and are responsible
men. These very men were loud in their con- .
demnation of the unions when they took direct
action, and now they are asking to be given a
free hand, and are telling us that the stand
which the so-called direct actionists took in those
times was the correct one.

Mr. Richardson : . They have gone over to the
Labour Party evidently.

Mr. McCALLUM : I have never known the
Labour Party to stand for direct action.

Mr. Munsie: Never anywhere in Australia.

Mr. McCALLUM: I have attended many
Labour conferences in the Commonwealth in
the last 20 years and I can speak for the trades
uniona. I have never known one representative
Labour gathering to pass & resolotion supporting
direct action as against arbitmation,

My. Munsie: They never have done =0,

Mr, J. Thomson : What about the last strike
in Kalgoorlie ?

Mr. McCALLUM : 1 am not referring to
particular strikes. I do not deny that I have
been at the head of atrikes, but when it ix stated,
that the Labour Party support direct action,

two
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that is not correct. We have never stood for
direct action. When any representative Labour
body was called together to give a decision, on
all occnsions arbittation was supported as against
direet action. These people who now wish
to wipe out arbitration think they are on the
box seat. They think the position of the labour
market is such that, by a process of economic
embarrassment to the workers who will not be
able to secure employment, thus causing hunger
and want, they will be able to force the workers
to accept wages which no court of justice would
accept as fair. This is the reason they think
they can take advantage of the present industrial
situation. They want a free hand to be able
to use the force they can wield on a falling market
and with an overstocked labour market and
with industries stagnant to compel the workers
to accept something which no court in the land
would lay down as just. I want to make my
position perfectly clear. 1 have supported
arbitration, and T think I have been at the head
of as many strikes in this country as any other
man. I suppose I have not seen the last of the
strikes. T have been accused of creating more
strikes than any one man in this country.

The Minister for Works: Have not you done
50!

Mr. McCALLUM : Only on one occasion have
I advised any body of workers to strike, and that
was a body of girls. Only on this one occasion
have T ever advised of my own volition any body
of workers to cease work, and those girls won
quickly and are to-day enjoying the best in-
dustria] conditions and wages of any girls
similarly employed in Australia.

Mr. Johnston: Was that in the printing
trade ?

Mr. McCALLUM : No, hotel and restaurant
employees.

Mr. Teesdale: How many are out of employ-
ment through chat action ?

Mr. McCALLUM : None; there are more
employed than ever there were before.

Mr. Munsie: More than when they came out
on strike. There are 70 more in the metropolitan
area alone.

Mr. McCALLUM : If there are any out of
work, it is not due to any action taken at the
time of the strike. I wish to make my positiocnh
perfectly clear. I have stood for arbitretion.
I have had io fight for it in the movement and
outside the movement, and I propose to stick
to it until & better method is devised by which
we can adjust our differences. So long as the
present social system laats, ¥ am afmid it will
be & most difficult task. The fixation of wages
by law is an absolutely degarding position in
which to place the worker of any country. We
have the spectacle of three men sitting on the
bench, before whom the workers, men, women
and children have to give evidence and be cross-
examined a3 t0 how many loaves of bread, how
many pairs of boots, how many suita of clothes
and how many articles of clothing they require.
They are questioned as to how much money
they want to spend on the education of their
children, and whether they cannot cut the educa-
tion expense down by a shilling or two, whether
they cannot do with a loaf of bread less per week
or an article of clothing less per year.

Mr. Teeadale: It is your representative who
gives the lead in those things.
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Mr. McCALLUM: I have given instances
in this House before. I have stood in that court
on more than one occasion and have felt ashamed
and disgusted at baving to take part in the pro-
ceedings where a man, who now represents the
Country Party on the wheat board, put girls
through a most humiliating croas-examineation
&3 to the cost of their clothing and the amount
needed. He, the best dressed man in this State,
cross-examined girls as to the cost of their
costumes and how long they were likely to last
and whether they could not do with something
cheaper. ‘When he received an answer in the
negative, and was informed that if they did not
dress up to the standard they could not possibly
hold their positions, he asked them whether,
when their costumes grew shabby they did not
turn them inside out and use the other side.
That is the kind of humiliation to which em-
ployers are subjecting workers in the court.

Mr. Teesdale: How many have admitied
they have been coached by the unions repre-
sentatives ?

Mr. McCALLUM : Coached by the unions
representatives ! , Fancy talking of that when
employers' agents go into the court and their
witnesses have type-written questions and
answers supplied by firms of solicitors which they
read off in the court. How often have I wit
nessed that kind of thing. The whole system
of having to prove what it costa to live, whether

' & family can do on & loaf of bread less per week

or whether it is not possible to deprive the
children of so0 much education, ia degrading.

The Minister for Works : They never ask them
about & loaf of bread lesa.

Mr. MeCALLUM : They do. What is the
use of the Minister arguing in that way ! Have
not the unions to produce documents, the
butcher's, baker's and grocer's hills and par-
ticulars of the house rent, and is not each receipt
questioned item by item ! Does not the Minister
know that ¥ There is not an article in daily
consumption regarding which the workers are
not cross-examined and asked whether they
cannot cut it out.

The Minister for Works: They are never
asked to do with less bread for their children.
1 am satisfied about that.

Mr. McCALLUM : In how many cases have
we been told that the working men are spending
too much on their children.?

The Minister for Works: Not on their food.

Mr. McCALLUM : Yes, on their food and
education. How many times has it been put
up that a workman has no right to spend money
to allow his children to learn music? How
often has it been said that the workers’ children
have no right to enjoy these higher attain-
ments ?

The Minister for Works: 1 am speaking of
food.

Mr. McCALLUM : And food comes in with
all the other items which have to be explained.

Hon. P. Collier: The wapges are to fix their
food supply.

Mr. McCALLUM : (f course. What is mainly
the argument used against arbitration proceed-
ings * Ts not it all based on the statistician’s
figures ¥ The statistician says that the cost of
commodities has declined by -2 per cent. and
the wages must come down. Why do they come
down ? Because of the decreased cost of com-
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modities. Yesterday moming the newspaper
contained particulars of groceries showing that
these articles had come down in price. This
was published within a few hours of the decrease
taking place,

The Minister for Works: The guantities wonld
not be less.

Mr. McCALLUM : Does not that amount to
the same thing? What other explanation is
there ¥ Will the Minister deny that the effective
wage paid, according to the statistician's figures,
is less than it was in 1914 ¢

The Minister for Works: T cannot speak as
to that, but I do not believe that there is ever
any suggestion to reduce the food of the children.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Minister will
have an opportunity to speak later on.

Mr. MeCALLUM : I think my experience in the
Arbitration Court will compare at least with
that of the Minister.

The Minister for Works : Yes, but not in the
way you put it.

Mr. McCALLUM : Or with that of any other
member of this House. I am giving my own
personal experiences, I know the position I
have had to face; I know the arguments I
have had to meet; I know what accounts
snd documents I have had to produce. It is
of no use saying that this sort of thing does not
exist when I have had to mest it on s0 many
occasions. To say that the workers are to be

confined to a mere wage that will provide safficient -

to keep body and soul together and enable them
to carry out their work, leaving nothing over,
is & degrading system and, if it ia at all possible,
something better should be devised to replace it.
This is the atand I take regarding arbitration.
At present I am not able to propose anything
better, but I wish to improve the system. 1
wish to suggest an improvement to the existing
law, and to see the law made more effective. 1
wish to see it improved in order that the position
of the great mess of the community msy he
improved, and that our local industries may be
helped. I wish to got away from the system of
strikes. I have never entered into a strike
with any feeling of pleasure but always with
& great deal of anxiety and worry, knowinz what
it means to a man holding the position which
I held in the movement. No one has greater
abhorrence of strikes than I have. Much.as I
diglike arbitration, I dislike strikes more, and I
want to secure a system which will be effective in
sottling conditions without strikes. 1 am sorry
that the Government have taken no action to
adopt the ideas I expressed in my opening speech
in this House or eome modification of them.
I made one or two proposala to the Government
which did not need any amendment of the
lsw. Whaet I snggested could have been done
by an administrative act whick, in my judgment,
would have [acilitated the work of the court,
asnd would heve made for smooth working, and
allowed the unions to get over difficulties in an
easier and quicker way than they are able to
do at the present time. § hope the Government
will be able to see their way to adopt the sug-
gestions I have put forward. The first one is
that a permsnent president of the court shall
be appointed, & president who will be able to
devote the whole of his time and attention to
making the law effective, and who will work in
the interesta of industrial peace.
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Capt. Carter: Appoint him for life.

Mr. McCALLUM: I would be prepared to
go even that far. We should have in the position
a man who will make the study of economics his
life's work. Such & man would be an invaluable
member of the community. Tp to the present
time we have had presidents who have been in
and out.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Bili does not affect
that position. .

Mr. McCATIUM : I thought I would be
permitted to deal with the principles generally,
1 was hopeful that the Government would see
their way clear to take some action in that con-
nection which would be to the advantage of ali
the parties who had business with the court.
That suggestion has had the approval of the
Employers’ Federation as well as that of the
trades unions, and when both sides see the
advantage of such a proposal, there should be
no hesitation on the part of the Ciovernment
to pub it into force at the earliest moment. The
position now is that a president may give a
decision in one way to-day, and & month hence
wo may have another judge interpreting the
law in the opposite direction. Up to the present
time not one president has occupied his position
with the intention of retaining it permanently.
Each one has been anxious to get away from it
at the earliest opportunity.

Hon. W C. Angwin: They go on strike.

Mr. McCALLUM: I hbelieve one president
issued an ultimatum to the Government.
Another, after putting in his resignation as
president, asserted that there were not enough
bullocks in Western Australia to drag him
back. I hope that & permanent appointment
will be made, and that the president will recognise
that he has been given a life job, that he must
make a special study of the work and devote his
whole attention to it. The president of the
court should be freed from the ordinary routine
work of the Supreme Court. The other sug-
gestion is in connection with the administrative
work. The Clovernment have an excellent
officer in the person of the clerk of the court,
but that officer has no staff to do the work,
and neither has he any conveniences. I have
been at that court to attend a compulsory con-
ference when the sole accommodation was four
chairs for about 30 people. There is not even
& cupboard there in which to storo the records.
In fact everything is neglected there. Half
the work is done at the court and the other half
at the Repistrar's office. The work should be
centralised. The object of the Bill iz merely
to extend the operations of the existing Act and
to cover a section which is not at present in-
cluded. The first portion deals with insurance
agents. Hon. members will know that some
years ago this class of worker applied for registra-
tion under the Act. The application was re-
fused and they were told that their relation-
ship with the insurance people was not that of
master and servant, nor that of employer and
employee. Owing to their being ruled out in
this way they negotiated with the employers
for some time, and ultimately they went on
strike. The strike [asted for some weeks and
eventually an agreement was arrived at and work
was resumed. Between the time the previous de-
cision was given and the period at which they
went on strike, there had been a decision givenin
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Queensland where similar employees had been
brought under the law, The definition under
the Queensland Act is more limited then our
own, and the employees here thought, owing to
the decigion in Queenslond, that they too would
have a chance of being included under the exist-
ing law. They decided to chance a case and
put it up to the new president of the court. They
made application to be registered as an industrial
organisation, but their application met with
the same fate as the previous one. The judge
ruled that they held the position not as workers
to their employers, but merely as agents of their
employers, and that they did not come within
the scope of the definition of worker as the term
was defined in the existing law.

The Colonial Secretary: They get a fixed
salary and commission.

Mr. Richardson: Will this have the effect
of making them all salaried men ?

Mr. McCALLUM : No. I do mot think there
is any chance of the companies putting them on
a salary. This class of work is confined to what
is Imown as the industrial section of the im-
surance companies. It does not include the
ordinary agent who opens a little store and does
insurance business a8 a side line. These are
industrisl agents a8 they are cailed, who canvass
for business from door to door. They collect
weekly payments and go out over allotted dis-
tricts. Each one is given a book of a certain
value.

Capt. Carter : What is it worth ?

Mr. McCALLUM : The rates differ, bu* at the
termination of the strike the companies agreed
to’ give these people what they called a £20
book. That would allow a man to collect £20
each week. That, with & certain amount of
business they would get, would bring them in
£4 » week. The companies in their egreement
said they would guarantee to these employees
& minimum of £4 a week, The companies have
now even repudiated that, and have not kept
up to that guarantee.

Capt. Carter : Did they get that registered ?

Mr. McCALLUM : They are not a registered
orgagisation. I want to give them o legal
standing so that they may be able to take their
case to the court, and have their wages and con-
ditions of labour fixed by the court just as is
done with other sections of the community.
This class of worker has had no increase in the
rates of commission or pay since the insurance
business was first established in this country.
Only one company, the T. & ., recently
increased the rates to a slight exten#, but there
is nothing to stop them removing that
increase. As a matter of fact, some of the
tables have been altered which make it
harder for these people to earn the wages that
they were esming a year or two ago. If there
is & line of business that can afford to pay &
better remuneration to its employees, it certainly
is the insurance business. I do not think there
is a chance of getting a fixed salary for the
employees, because they have to suit their hours
to the work. When they are engaged they sign
af sgreement, and I will defy any hon. mem-
ber, unless he has had many years of experience
in connection with insurance business, to under-
stand what it mesns, If would require a Phila-
delphia lawyer to determine what it means. One
of the clauses reads—
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That this agreement contains the whole of
the terms of the agency existing between the
society and the agents snd that it is intended
here that the relationship shall be strictly
that of principal and agent and not in any
way that of employer and employee.

By signing that, these unfortunate people have
contracted themselves out of the Arbitration
Court, Although the Act says that there can
be no such contracting the president of the court
confined his decision to this document, and did not
take into account the wording of our own law.
I see no way out of the difficulty but to name
the agents specifically as workers, so that there
will then be no further argument.

The Colonial Secretary: I do not know how
you will fix their wages because each town has
12 or 13 agents engaged in other businesses.

Mr. SPEAKER : The matter can be discussed
in Committee.

Mr. McCALLUM : It will be confined to the
industrial insurance business, to those who are
canvassing from door to door and doing nothing
else. The man who keeps a store and does
insurance work as & side line will not be affected.
If the Minister reads the clause he will find it says,
“and who are principally employed in such
work.”” A storekeeper who does insursnce
agency business as a side line is not engaged
principally in insurance work, but principally in
storekeeping. The Crown Solicitor has dmfted
the clause, and he assures me that it will not
cover all the agents, as suggested by the Colonial
Secretary.

The Minister for Works : The Crown Solicilor
is not alwaya right.

Mr. MeCALLUM : I heve given the clause a
good deal of thought, and I fail to see how the
Colonial Secretary’s contention can be main.
tained. I do not wish to enter into a discussion
as to how the agents' rates of pay and conditions
of employment shall be fixed. Those matters
have been settled by arbitration awards in the
hEastem States, and the same thing can be done

ere.

Mr. Teesdale: The agents do not want rates
of wagea.

Mr. MeCALLUM : No. They will ask for a
commission, and the commission will be left to
the determination of the Arbitration Court.
That court fixes the remuneration of employees,
whether it be in the form of wages or of com-
mission.

The Colonial Secretary: Some agents could
earn £500 in & month, whereas others only earn
£15.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! That matter can
be discussed in Committee.

Mr. McCALLUM : The measure does not
refer to ordinary life insurance business, but
simply to what iz well known as industrial in-
aurance, which consists of eanvassing from door
to door for weekly payments, whereas the
ordinary life insursnce companies adopt quarterly
or half.yearly or annual premiuma.

Capt. Carter: These industrial agents can do
general work.

Mr, McCALLUM: They might do general
work to the extent of & pound or two in the
year. It counts for nothihg. Their work is
almost entirely industrial insurance. ¥ in-
dustrial arbitration applies to one seetion of
workers, it should apply to all sections. The
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insurance companies are the wealthiest concerns
in Australia, and can afford to pay their employees
fair remuneration. At present those companies
impose on their employces conditions which no
other workers have to put up with Before
appointment, an industrial insurance agent has
to put up a deposit of £23 cash, or provide two,
bondsmen at £25 each. If an agent writes new
business and any of it lapses within five vears
of its being first written, he has to pay back the
whole of the commission collected by him on
that business. Indeed, the same thing applies
in the case of an agent who takes over a distriet
from another canvasser, in the event of some of
that canvasser's business lapsing within five
years of its being first written, These amounta
are deducted from the deposit, and on leaving the
employment of an insurance company an agent
sometimes finds that the whole of his deposit
has been absorbed in that way. Some of the
companies, [ should mention, limit the period
of lapsing to two o three years. During the nego-
tintions at the time of the industrinl trouble,
the companies undertook that nothing should
be charged against the canvassers in respect of
any business which lapsed owing to the cessation
of work. However, the companics have re-
pudiated that undertaking and are deducting
in respect of lapses which have resulted from
the industrisl trouble, 1 hope the House will
agree to include this class of workers in the
Industrial Arbitration Act. They have made
two applications to the Arbitration Court, hut
have heen excluded, mainly owing to the nature
of the agreement which the companies compel
them to sign. The measure also proposes to
include in the definition of " worker ™ the em-
ployees of clubs. In my judgment, the defini.
tion now includes club employees; but some
doubt exists on the point. An argument is
put up as regards residential clubs—whioh are
not proprietary clubs—that their employecs
are exempt under our existing law, which
excludes domestic wockers, becanse a  resi-
dential club represents a home set up in
common by a number of men instead of
each of them setting up a home for himself,
Thus it is contended that the employees of
regidential clubs are excluded from the Arbi-
tration Act, and that they are engaged in
domestic work. I consider that all cluba should
he compelled to observe the same conditions and
pay the same wages ashotels and coffee palaces.
Queensland and New South Wales include club
employees in the industrial arbitration law.
They have been ruled out here on one occasion,
and there is a probability that they will be ruled
out again, Paragraph (b) of Clause 2 proposes
to strike out the only exemption in our existing
Acbitration  Act, namely the exemption of
persons engaged in domestic service. I know it
will he said this ia a far-reaching amendment.
‘Undoubtedly it is. But it is an exemption that
is heing abused. Here is another example of
the disadvantage of having various presidents
of the Arbitration Court giving varying decisions.
There was the case of a wealthy squatter in
King's Park-road employing & painter to paint
his fence. He employed the painter direct, and
not through & fiem.  The court held that the
painter was engaged on domestic work, and that
therefore the employer was not obliged to pay
him the minimum rate of wages for painters.
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The court held that that man was not employed
in the painting industry. Were he employed
in painting the syuatter's shearing shed, the
synatter would have to pay him the arhitration
rate, Judge Burnside. however, ruled that this
employer was not enaaged in the painting
trade for profit, Lut employed the painter in
don.estic work, and he therefore did not come
within the scope of the definition of ** worker ™
under the Tndustrial Arbitration Act,

Mr. Mann: Was he not doing gardening as
well ? o

Mr. McCALLUM: No. But there is no
reason why a gardener should not be under that
Act.

Mr. Menn : But there are different awards for
wardleners and painters,

Mr. MeCALLUM. : This instence shows the
limits to which the existing law can be stretched
in the matter of exemption. I therefore propose
that all domestic workers shall be included within
the scope of the Act. I am specially anxious
with regard to the insurance agents, who are a
body of workers employed under wages and
conditions that no other body of workers have
to put up with. Their work is hard and labotious
—iramping & distvict from door to door day in
and day out; and yet wealthy companies deny
them the right to approach the Arbitration Court
for adjustment of wages and conditions. The
manner of adjustment will be left entirely to
the court, of course ; but I want all these workers
brought within the scope of the existing law,
so that they will be at liberty to appeal to an
impartial tnbunal for redress of their grievances.
I move—

That the Bill he now read a second time.

On motion by the Minister for Works, debate
adjourned.

BILTL—RECIPROCAL EXFORCEMENT OF
MATNTENANCE ORDERS.

Recrived from the Legislative Council, and
read a first time,

BILLS 2;—RETCRNED ¥ROM THE
COUNCIL.
1, Administration Act Amendment.
Without amendment.
2, Wheat Marketing.
With requested amendmenta.

BILL—STATE CHILDREX ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council’s modifications.

A message having been received from the
Council notifying that it had agreed to amend.-
ment No. 1, made by the Legislative Assembly,
and to amendment No. 2 subject to modifica.
tions in which the concurrence of the Assembly
was desired, those modifications were now con-
sidered.

In C'ommittee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair ; Hon. W. (. Angwin
in charge of the Bill.
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"Clauge 12.—Strike out the words ‘“‘be ad-
missible ** and insert the words ** be maliciously
disclosed to any person or admitted” ; and
strike out the words *‘ any official or other person
who wilfully makes public or is privy to making
public the fact that any child has been committed
or convicted under this Act, shall be deemed to
be guilty of an offence.”

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : When the Bill was
previously before the Committee a new clause
to stand as Clause 12 was inserted on the motion
of the member for West Perth (Mrs. Cowan).
That new clause, as it left this Committee read--—

“ Whenever any child who has been com-
mitted to the care of the State, or who has been
committed to an institution, or who has been
convicted under this Act, attains the age of
18 years, the fact of such committal or conviction
shall not be admissible as evidence in any court
of law. Any official or other person who
wilfully makes public, or is privy to making
publie, the fact that any child hes been com-
mitted or convicted under this Act shall be
deemed to be guilty of an offence. Penalty :
One hundred pounds.”

Now the Council propose to strike out the words
“ be admissible” and to insert in lieu thereof
“ be maliciously disclosed to any person or
admitted.” During the discussion in this Com.
mittee it was thought that the word " wilfunlly
would have got over the difficulty. The second
modification is to strike out the words *‘any
official or other person who wilfully makes public
or is privy to making public the fact that any
<hild has been committed or convicted under
this Act shall be deemed to be guilty of an
offence.” T think this, while making the position
clearer, will equally well earry out the desires
of members of this Committee. Tt was not in-
tended that any person who made s statement
abont a chikl should be prosecuted unless it was
done maliciously and wilfully. Therefore I
move—

That the Council’s modifications be agreed
to.
Question put and passed.

Resolution reported, the report adopted and
8 message accordingly retemed to the Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES 1921-22.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day ; Mr. Stubbs
in the Chair.

Education Department; Hon. H. P. Cole-
batch, Minister (Hon. Sir James Mitchell, Pre-
mier, in charge of the Estimates):

Vote—Education £529,946.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell—Nor-
them) [5-35]: It will be noticed that there is an
estimated increase in expenditure of £39,786.
The total expenditure on educsation is estimated
to be £529,946.

Mr. Underwood : That is not the total.

The PREMIER : It is the total under this
Vote. It seems a very large sum, but there
have been material increases in wages, salaries,
and costs generally. In 1915 the expenditure
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amounted to £312,298 and the cost of furniture,
fuel, light, trevelling, etc., totalled £31,000.
As a» matter of fact we then had 622 schools,
whereas to day we have 684. The children then
numbered 46,000, whereas to-day their number
is 49,000. Last year the Voie was exceeded
by £34,000, due almost entirely to increased
salaries and wages, amounting to £29.462,
while the increased cost of supplies represented
£1,970. The increase for this year as against
iagt year iz again due largely to increased salaries,
representing £29,000, while driving allowances
to children, together with incidentals, will reach
an additional thoussnd pounds. The driving
allowance is a very good sysiem. It applies
only to children living more than three miles
away from a school. It is cheaper for the de-
partment to provide the driving allowance than
to open new schools. And, apart altogether
from that aspect, the more children that can
be congregated at one school, the better the
grade of that school. If the system could be
largely extended without additiona!l cost to the
department, it would be of considerable advan-
tage to the children,

Mr. Pickering : There is no objection to it.

The PREMIER: 1 hope not. Nevertheless
we oceasionally hear criticiam of it. The de-
partment: drives children to school becanse it is
cheaper and, as I say, it allows the provision
of better grade schools.

Mr. Underwood: Under the system a man
could earn his living driving hs children to
achool.

The PREMIER: Then he would have to
live on boiled rice. Further contributions to
the increase are—arrears following reclassifica-
tion £3,000, Narrogin Farm School £3,000. and
new schools, exhibitions and scholarships £4.000.
The Modern schoel is being enlarged for the
taking over of the senior classes from James
street, and the Northam High school is being
staffed. Then there has been the establishment
of high schools in country centres. The member
for Kanowne (Hon. T. Walker) will be delighted
to know that the schools in which he is so much
interested are being opened in country centres
so that country children may receive the ad-
ventage of higher education.

Hon. P. Collier: He started the system.

The PREMIER: May be, but we are now
extending it. We can only proceed step by
step, and certainly the establishment of these
high schools in country centres constitutes a
step in the right direction. I I were the member
for WilliamsNarrogin I would say— The
children of this megnificent centre—meaning
Nerrogin—where there are thousands of most
deserving people, will have an opportunity to
go to a school equal in all reapects to anything
obtainable in the city.”

Mr. Underwood: The farmers’ children will
have a nice chance of getting there.

Mr. Johnston : Am T to understand that you
are bnilding a*high school at Narrogin ?

The PREMIER : No, at Northam. Children
will attend that school from as far away aa
Cue. Of course Northam, we know, is a most
attractive place, and the children like to get
there. Also there is ample room for them at
Northam. The technical classes at Collie repre-
sent a small additional expenditure. A new
manual training room has been built by the
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boys at Maylands, and Wagin has a room ready
for girls. I want hon. members who are dis-
posed to criticise this expenditure to remember
that nothing new has been gtarted in connection
with educsation.

Mr. Underwood : And nothing new ever will be
started by this department.

The PREMIER: We have merely extended
the system. New schools have been opened.
There is scarcely any member who has not
pointed out to the department that there are in
hig electorate children who ought to be considered.
The increase in expenditure is largely due to
increases in salaries and cost of commodities.
As & matter of fact the only new expenditure,
apart from salaries, is very limited indeed.

Hon. P. Collier: The Government have a
mbty expensive représentation before this

rd—a K.C. engaged. What fees are you
giving him ?

The PREMIER : The hon, member must give
notice of that question, or, alternatively, ack my
friend, the member for Kanowna.

Hon. T. Walker: There is no limit to his

feen,

The PREMIER : The Narrogin farm achool
hae been transferred to the Education Depart-
ment and will be considerably improved. At
our country high schools a form of education is
provided that should teach the children to love
the land, and teach them something which will
be useful to them in their future lives, The
systemt is & good one. It bhas been approved by
the Commission which inquired into it. Past
Ministers for Education had a great desl to do
with the adoption of the present system and it
has stood the test of time. I venture to say
there are few members who could find serious
fault with it, I should like to see an agricultural
college in Western Australia. Agriculture is the
great industry of the State,

Mr. Pickering : Is that to be at Northam ?

The PREMIER : I should like it to be there.
It is our great induatry, and we should see to it
that men are provided with o college in order
that they may learn the work the agriculturist
has to perform. If we want experts in agricul
ture to-day we have to send out of the State for
them, There are agricultural colleges in the
Eaat where these men are trained, but it would
be better if we could train our own experts within
the Stete. It would be a good thing for us if
we could do so, instend of sending away for
the men we want. A great deal could be
done with a college like that.

Mr. Jobnston : You can improve your existing
institutions,

The PREMIER. : That is an unseemly inter-
jection.

Mr. A. Thomeon : I think I had better move
for a 20 per cent. reduction.

The PREMIER.: Tt could not be done now
because the cost would be too great, It is
almost a pity that the institution was not estab-
lished some time ago, and the cost igcluded in the
£539,000 mentioned in this vote. Tt is a consider-
able sum of money to spend on education, and
will be a great tax upon the people. It cannot be
gainsaid, however, that there are great advan-
tages to be derived from it. There is no doubt
about the advantages of the present system of
education, particularly from the point of view of
secondary schools and other higher classes of
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schools, Boys stay longer at school than they
used todo. Itis in tgesa years that a boy
absorbs much of the education that will be of
such great use to him in after life. There are
many who ecriticise our education system, I
venture to say that in future we shall reap the
reward of the money we spend, It is very
difficult in this great and scattered country fo
cut down the expenditure on schools. We
must have those schools, We have achools at
Marble Bar, Port Hedland, and other outback
centres.
B&Mr. Underwood : There is no school at Marble

.

Mr. Harrigon : Are there no children there ?

The PREMIER : There is a very good school
at Port Hedland, and wherever children are
found, from Wyndham to Eucla, schools are
provided. No member of the House would
have it any other way. It cost a considerable
sum to establish and run each of these small
achools, Apart from this vote there is the
vote to do with school buildings, which also is
congiderable,

Mr, Pickering: And there is the University,

The PREMIER.: I am afraid we are not able
to do much for that, or any more thie year than
we did last year. The authorities are asking
for money for the University but there is none
included in this vote, I ask the House when
congidering this expenditure, which they may
aay is large, to remember that the increase is
due to increases in salaries over which the Minister
has no control, and is also due to the opening
of new schools. Each year schools are re-opened,
but they are not increasing in number as they
have done in years gone by, The country is
pretty well gettied by now. The development
of new land must mean the opening of new
schools, but the development in the older dis-
tricts has not meant additional educational
expense. I hope the House will agree to this
vote. If any hon. member, who is inclined to
criticise it, would himself face the responsibility
of educating the children of the State, he would
perhaps view the matter in a different light.
Quite apart from the amount expended by the
Government in this way,large sums of money
are spent annually by the private schools. This
has an effect on the education of our children,
and also aseists in cutting down the cost of this
department.

Mr, UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [5.53]: I

- intend to move that this vote be reduced by

£30,000.

Mr. Willcock: Another motion of want of
confidence?

Mr. TNDERWOOD: T do not say whether
it is or not. Judging from' the debate last
night one can indieate ome's intentions to
move in a4 certain direction and can debate
that intention.

The CHAIRMAXN: That is so.

My, UNDERWQOD: (nece 2 member has
moved in a certain direction he vannot debate
anything else. I am only Indicating. The
debate, therefore, will be on the indieation
and not on the motion to reduce the vote.
This is my own particular section of the
Estimates, and I am not prepared to ctoud
the matter by any point of order. It seems
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to me full time that the Standing Orders
(‘ommittee met—they have not met for 10
vears—and endeavoured to get over this
break we have on the Estimates. Members
desire the power to move to reduce a total
vote. Tt is absolutely logical that they should
be allowed to do so. Anyone trying to reduce
an item would want the fullest detailed in-
formation regarding the administration of
the department concerned, which members of
Parliament cannot be possessed of, but mem-
bers of Parliament should be allowed to say,
on a vote of this kind particularly, ‘‘We will
give you £3500,000 and the officers shonld
work out the details of where that reduction
has to be made.’’ )

The CHATRMAN: Yen have that power
now,

Mr. UTNDERWOQOD: Tf so, I will move
to reduce this vote by £30,000, Will you ae-
cept that motion?

The CHATRMAN: In my humble opinion
the Committee would be perfectly justified
in going through each item and reducing it.
An hon. member could then move at the end
of the vote, after all other redoetions have
been made, to reduce the vote by another
£50,000, or any sum that he liked.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: You will aceept my
intention to move. I am not opposed to
education, although I have never had much
of it. T totally disagree with the remarks of
Sir Edward Wittenoom, that education un-
fits a man for work, I have known of boot-
makers who have beecome masters of art. I
would say that masters of art wonld be
equally good bootmakers but they de not
remain bootmakers. We have known men
in the bush, partienlarly in connection with
engineering works or the working in iren,
who eould searcely sign their names but who,
when put on to erect a battery or do a job
with iron, ¢could do the work as well as any-
one. T am prepared to say that if these men
had been edueated they would have been still
lietter men,

The Minister for Works: They might not
have been.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: They might not have
been, but I think they would have heen,

The Minister for Worlts: T think so teo.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I wish to eall atten-
tion to the statements which have so repeat.
edly been made by the Minister for Education.
T take it he gets his information, from his
departmental officers in regard to the cost of
our edueation system. It has been repeated
and reiterated that we are not paying as
much as some other countries. In last Sat-
urday’s paper we saw a sBtatement by the
Minister for Education that education in
Western Australin costs 30s. per head of the
populatien. The statement is utterly and ab-
sointely wrong. 1, as a sort of irresponsible
person, may make statements, but when one
iy at the héad of a department one’s state-
ments should be eorrect. If we count up the
vote we are considering now, we find a sum
of £530,000. Our population ia 330,000 and
if we divide that number into the number of
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pounds we find the system costs about 31s.
per head. That is noi the total eost of our
system. We have had again and again from
the Minister for Education quotations from
New Zealand, and he has pointed out where
New Zealand iz spending 41a, per capita,
but New Zealand includes the eost of build-
ings, interest and sinking fund on buildings
renewals and repairs, which are borme in
Weatern Anstralia by the Public Works De-
partment. If we look tbrough the Estimates
we will find £30,000 or £40,000 has been ex-
pended by the Public Works Department in
conne tion with sehools. If we take into
congideration the interest and sinking fund
shown in connection with the Treasury De-
partment ’s figures, we will find that the Treas-
ury has paid a eonsiderable sum for interest
and sinking fund on buildings. We know
that we pay £15,000 a year for the University.
When comparing the eonditions in New Zea-
land—T have the figures here—with those op-
erating in Western Australia, we find that

‘New Zealand ineludes in the cost of her edn-

ention system, the wniversity grant, grants
to private schools, repairs and renewals and
interest and sinking fund on buildings, as
well as the cost of teaching the Maoris and
the enst of the deaf and blind and induatrial
gchools. If we take into comsideration all
those aspects in connection with Western
Australia, we find that here the contributions
towards the industrial schools are paid by the
State Children Department; the cost in con-
nection with the aborigines, who compare
with the Maoris in the New Zealand figures,
is paid by the Aborigines Department, and
the prants in connection with the deaf and -
blind institutions are pai@ from the funds
of the Charities Department. When the Miu-
istet is making comparigons, I think he
should put up the figures fairly. As it is, he
simply takes the Estimates and@ runs the cost
out at 30s. per head. That iz one shilling
rer head under the actual cost. Ha says
nothing about what is included in the New
Zealand and New South Wales costs, T talke
it the Minister speaks upon the information
he gleans from his department, and I sup-
pose—only suppose—the department are
aghamed to put up the actual costs. If they
are not ashamed of their costs, why do they
not put them up? Why keep on reiterating the
statement that we are not paying as much
as other countriest I have read about
the position in other countries. X have
already referred to New Zealand Wew
South Wales is away below us in the matter
of costs, We have heard about the position
in Britain. T have taken the figurea for 1919
from the *‘Statesmen’s Year Book,’’ and the
expenditure for that year in England and
Wales wasg less than 10s. per capita. T em
not endeavouring to make out a case to show
that we ghould come down to 103, per head
in Western Australia, but T am endeavouring
te combat this eontinual statement made by
the Minister for Education and his depart-
ment. T have the fgures for 1918 with re-
gard to America. We are told by the Minister
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that in America they are spending maore upon
edueation than we are doing in West-
ern Australia. On looking into the wmat-
ter I find, however, that different con-
ditions operate in Amerieca. When the
United States waw established, a certain
amount of land, ranging from one-sixth
to one-thirty-sixth of the area of the
different States, was allotted for the purposes
of edueation. As the vountry became rapidly
populated, the lands inereased in value, and
in many States throughout Ameriea they have
built up hnge funds arising from these lands,
which funds are set aside for educational
purposes.  For instance, the State of Texas
had w 1918 2 fund of over 70 million doliars,
and they were drawing interest from that
fund to pay for their educational services.
In such cireninstanees, members will realise
that America can spend more money than a
State like Western Australia with its continu-
ally recurring deficit and whieh, for this vear
already stands at about half a million pounds.
When we talk about New Zealand, we have to
consider our position compared with that of
the Dominion. Although we have our {eficit,
the Treasurer comes along quite complacently
and still puts before ws his defieit of
£500,000,

Mr. O’'Loghlen: That is only an estimate;
it may exceed that. .

Mr. UNDERWOOD: That is the best the
Treasurer ¢an make of it. We cannot go on
having these deficits year after year., We
must look around to sec what we can Jdo.

Mr. J. Thomson: Why talk about reducing
“the cdueation bill? Why not reduce the liquor
bLill?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I admit the member
for Claremont is doing his best regarding the
drink bill and he is paying a fair tax on it

Mr, J. Thomson: I am prepared to pay an
increased tax. '

Mr, TNDERWOOD: I am with the hon.
member to a certain extent, but I hope the
increase will not be very comsiderable. T
agree with the Minister for Edveation that
educated people are inflnitely superior to un-
educated people, and I agree that expendi-
ture on sound education is a good invesiment,

Mr, J. Thomson: Then why talk of cutting
it down?

AMr. UNDERWOOD: I said ‘“sonund edn-
cation.”’ That is the point. [f we cxamine
our education system, we will find that muel
money is expended in order to employ teachers
who are not imparting sound education.

Mr. J. Thomson: You are no judge of that.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T am one of the
soundest judges in this country., TNuring last
segsion we opposed the Education Estimates
and the Government promised that they swonld
appoint a Royal Commission to ingnire into
our system,

Mr. Pickering:
promise,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: He did not keep his
promige, T say, as definitely as T possibly

The Miniater kept his
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can, that the Minister fouted this Honse. He
appointed as chairman of the Eilucation Com-
mission, Mr, Peter Board, whe is running the
cducation system in New South Wales, which
svgtem we have slavishly ecopied. TIf Peter
Board had found anything wrong with our
system he would have

AMr. Pickering: Condemned himself.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Bxactly. The Min-
ister appointed Dr, Saw, a member of an-
other place, and Mr. Pitchford, of whom we
never heard before, Why was not o member
of this Chamber appointed on that Commis-
sion? Why did we have a Commission of the
deseription I have mentioned? It will be
seen, as I state, that the Minister for Edu-
cation flouted this House. T wanted an in-
quiry to be held and [ want one to-day. There
are many things in our education system that
should be inquired into. Peter Board came
across to Western Australia and inquired
whether our teacherd were carrying out that
system., Yet we were complaining of the sys-
tem! No member of this Chamber has said
anything regarding the teachers. Our ftea-
chers are among the best people we have in
this State, but they are working along wrong
lines. That is where Peter Board missed the
point, No one ever suggested that our tea-
chers are not doing their utmost.

Mr. O'Loghlen: He is recognised in New
South Wales as being 15 years behind the
times,

Mr, TNDERWOQOOD: That is so.

Mr. J. Thomson: De yau want us to go
back to the dark ages?

Mr, UNDERWOOD: I do not think the
hon. member was ever there.

Mr, J. Thomson: That is where you want
us to go. -

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T would not like to
say T have ever cmerged from there, to any
extent.

Mr. J. Thomson: You are right there.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: Although the Com-
misgion econdueted the inquiry, there were
many things that members of this Chamber
desired should be examined thoroughly. The
Commission never touched one of them.

Mr. Pickering: The Commission was not
appointed for that purpose.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T know why the Com-
mission waa appointed. It was appointed to
iustify and glorify the Alinister for Educa-
tion aml the Director of Edueation. Having
been appointed for that purpose, the Commis-
sion did what it was appointed for.

Mr, Johngton: Dr. Jones has a similar job.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I would not be per-
mitted to diseuss the Lunacy Commission.

Mr, O’Loghlen: Do you think there is any
lmary in our Education Department?

Mr. TNDERWOOD: If we submit to the
Minister for Education patting vp such a
Commission as he did, then we should be-ex-
amined by the Lunacy Commission to see if
we are all right.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 {o 7.90 pm.
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Aly. TNDERWOOD: I wish to puoint ouc
that there is wueh expenditure in commection
with vur Education Department whieh I think
is serving wo pood ciuse anmd could be cut
ont with advantage to the State and without
detriment to the pupils. 1 come to the ques-
tion of cooking. Al modern sehools, so-called
eontain a cooking class, and we have a large
number of teachers to teach cooking.

AMr. Pickering: Very useful, too.

My, TNDERWOOD: 1f properly taught it
may be of somc use, but it is not properly
taught.

Alrs, Cowan: Who is the judge?

Me, UNDERWOOD: T gm, The first ey
sential of a c¢ook is to keep her pots and
pans clean.

Mrs. Cowan: Hear, hear!

Mr. TNXDERWOOD: Under our edueation
system, we o not icach the children to elean
the pots and pans.

Mrs, (fowan: Don’t we!?

Mr, UNDERWOOD: No, we keep a num-
Ler of maids to do that work —common
woinen, working women.

The Minister for Works:
mon.

Mr, UNDERWOU:  Under our edueation
system a maid is common, because the teacher
is too superior to wash the pots and pans. [
am speaking of what I know is trne. Clean-
liness is the first essential of a cook, and we
do not teach our children ecleanliness, We
teach them to use seales and measures to
determine the quantities of certain ingre-
dients, to put them in the oven and then to
put in a thermometer to ascertain whether
the oven is at the right temperature. If it
is not, n mai® is called in to pot some more
wood on the fire.

The Minister for Works interjeeted,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: They would burn
sait water. We have huge buiklings in James-
strect where cooking classes are held. We
conld utilise those buildings for the education
of a large number of ehildren, bat they are
retained for the cooking elass. At the same
time .we are paying rent to other people for
buildings in which to teach our children, Re-
garding the Education Contmission, the white-
washing Comunigsion—an inault it was—they
had a banquet at James-street ulleged to
have been prepared by the pupils, I happen
to know that the pupils never touched a
feather on the duek nor did thev break one
of the shells of the green peas that were
gerved up. T wonld not protest if the children
were taught to pluck a duck or a fowl and
elean it, but they ave mot. Tf they want to
cook a duck, they go to the poulterer and get
one ready trussed up, and then they put it in
the oven with a thermometer and eook it.

Hon. P. Collier: That is a bit towards it.

Mr, Pickering: That is the frill of cookery.

Mr, UNDERWOQOOD: It has been the priv-
jlege and pleasure of alnost all members to
travel through onr agricultural and pastoral
arras. There is one outstanding featurs of
these aveas wherever one goes whether to

No one is com-
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functions or to the homes of the settlers, aml
that is good cooking,

The Minister for Works:
take a pride in their work,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: RBut who tanght them
how to vook? .

The Minister tor Works: Their mothers |
suppose, or else their commonsense.

Mr. UXDERWOOD: They were never
tanght at a State school. It is not necessary
for the State to spend money on teaching
cookery, becanse the Australian mothers can
teach it.

Mr. Munsie:
teachery, too.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: They are the hest
reachers, infinitely the best, 1f there is one
thing on which we shonld pride ourselvos,
amd in this every member will agree with me,
it is that in the back eountry the Australian
wives and daonghters of our settlers are first
class cooks. Why should the Government
spewd money to teach eockery? What we are
teaching is not cookery at all,

Mr. Munsie: The theoretical side of it.

My, UNDERWOOD: There is no theory in
it. The hon. member has baked his damper
just as [ have without putting a  ther
mometer into the oven to see if it was
getting on al right.

Mr, Mungie:  Yon {dld net.bave a ther-
mometer,

Mr, PNDERWOOD: This is absolute waste,
We lLave quite a large staff. There is one
woman who, I Dbelieve, travels around the
State teaching this sort of cookery, a womin
receiviing anbout £400 a year amd alout £600
a veur for travelling expenses. This is what
takes wp a great portion of the voom 1n our
modern schools in ‘he country towns, Sowme-
thing clse is taught under our education system,
nantely, lanndey work. T know that the chil-
dren have to take some article to school, a
d’o¥ley, or pillow slip, or some smail garment,
and that article mnst have been washed
cither by the child or its mother before it is
sent to sehool. They will not have anything
at the school unless it is perfeetly clean,

Mr. Munsie: Tf u child takes a dirty
article they send it back, They have done so
timea ont of number. They ecannet teach
washing on those lincs.

Mr., UNDERWOQOOD: If they took the
dungarees of the Minister for Works and
learnt to wash them, there woull be some
sense in it, but the mothers can and do teach
the childven to wash. After they have taken
a clean’ d’oyley or a pillow slip te school
mother has to wash it,

Mrs. Cowan: What sort of a mother is she
if she has not taught them?

Beeause they

They should be the best

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The mother has
tanght them. Why should we pay to teach
that?

Mrs, (fowan: You are showing that the
nmtother has not tanght thom.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T am showing that
the mother has fawght them and that we
are wasting our bmney on teachers to in-
strnet ehildren ghow to wash clean clothes.
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This is an absolute fact. During last Parlia-
ment T spoke about faney work., We have
teachers of faney work, and yvet we know it
is the natural inclination of girls to learn
this for themselves, We do not need to spend
money to teach it.

The Minister for Works:
work is becoming a lost art.

Mr, TNDERWOOD: Exactly, and these
teachers do not teach it, Then we come to
the care of children. T have been accused
of making harsh remarks. If my remarks
are harsh, T am merely apeaking in this way
with a view to removing this useless expen-
diture. T have spoken about old maids teach-
ing girls how to dress a baby. The mother
can teach that much better, and mother does
teach them.

Mrs, Cowan: Another job for mother.

Mr. UXDERWOOD: Of course it is.
When I spoke of instructing girls how to
dress a baby by practising on a eelluloid
doll, most people thought it was one of my
alleged jokes, but it is true. We have women
with cellulei@ dolls attempting to teach girls
to dress a baby, Tt is an extraordinary
thing.

Hon. T. Walker: Would you give them a
real haby for the job?

Mr. Munsic: \'n, cot out the class alto-
gether,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, cut it out.

Mr. Munsie: It is a wilful waste of
money.

Mr. UNDERWQOD: Of course it is. Sup-
pose we agreed, and this House has never
been asked to agree, that it was neecessary
to teach our young girls the care of children
or the dressing of babies, let us do it pro-
perly.

Mr, Pickering: Have the real thing?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Take sections of
classes and give them a fortnight’s practice
at the maternity hospital. Then they would
be doing something sensible, Let them learn
to dress the real baby, not a celluloid dell.
The member for West Perth knows there are
things ahout a real baby that eannot be re-
produced in a eelluloid doll, and they are
vital. That is some more of our cxpenditure
on what is called- higher education; that is,
what the modern schools are teaching, We
have spent hundreds and thousands of
pounds in putting up buildings to make room
for instruction of that deseription.

Mrs. Cowan: Nothing of the kind.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: We have, and I can
assure the hon, member that if the present
Minister for Education remains where he is
he will have a modern school in cvery fifth
rate town in this State. The latest he ia
talking ahout is at Narrogin. Then we will
have one at Busselton, and then one at Port
Hedland. The building of modern schools
in country towns is poing to cost a million
unless it iz checked. Every country town
that has a member representing it in this
House will have its modern school, To teach
what? To teach the washing of clean

A lot of faney
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clothes, to cook with the thermometer, and to
teach to dress eelluloid dolls.

The Minister for Works: To you mean
modern schools or high schoolst

Mr. UNDERWOOD: MModern schools,

The Minister for Works: e are build-
ing high schools,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T desire that we
should have a genuine inquiry into, and an
overhaul of the cdueation system. T am con-
vinged that we ean impart pood or bhetter
cducation than we are imparting at a consid-
erably lower cost. T thought last year we
would have that inquiry, but the Minister
and the Government defeated the abjeets of
the House, I intend to move later on that
we reduce this vote by £30,000, with the ob-
jeect of getting an inquiry into our system off
education. T come again to the technieal
schools. T know that applications have been
made for £10,000 or £20,000, or more than
that, to put another storey on the building
in Bt. George’s Terrace, a building which is
on an absolutely unauitable site, There
should mever have been a school built there.
If you want a school on proper lines get out
into the open country. We have 975,000
square miles of open country and we do not
need to put a schoo! in St. George’s-terrare.
This is what 'has been reported to me: We
have lawyers, fully qualified barnsters, and
fully qln]lﬁed accountants going through a
course of engineering at that school. Should
we waste our money on them? We have
another proposition, and it iz one T would
like the House to bear ir mind. It is in re-
gard to the apprenticeship of boys. It has
been reported to me that the Midland June-
tion workshops will only accept apprentices
who have done a year or two in the technical
schools. If that is so it is one of the greatest
injutices I know of, becavse a person who,
perhaps, like myself can keep his boy at
sehool has an advantage over the man who
has to send his boy to work. We want to
inquire into that and we should do so, With
regard to the technical school, I spoke last
year, and I have read a good deal since then,
and I find that the countries that are making
the preatest headway in regard to techmical
edueation are those countries which will only
take scholars who are working at a trade,
That is the German and Danish system and
it is also the system which is in vogue in
many parts of America, I have said before
that it is impossible, or almost imposaihle,
to teach amybody a trade at a technical
school, but if a bov is working at a forge
he can go to the techmieal school and learn
the theory of his trade. That boy makes an
infinitely better tratesman with that teach-
ing, but to put 2 boy at the technieal school
and attempt to teach him blacksmithing vou
atterly fail. Look at the waste, That boy
could be varning money, whereas at the tech-
nical schonl he is sticking iron together and
breaking it up, and sticking it together again.
That hoy could be doing useful work. The
technical school teaches bricklaying and
masonry. A boy puts up a wall and pulls
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it down again. If you want to teach him
bricklaying put him on to a wall that will
stand, and then he can go to the technical
school and get the theory of his trade. The
boy gets the practice he needs in the actual
work. We are spending scores of thousands
of pounds on. technical eduecation and the
great bulk of that money is wasted. The
Royal Commission proposed to eut out only
one item in regard to technical education.
They said they would not allow a woman or
a girl to learn dresseutting or millinery un-
less she intended to follow up that as an oc-
cupation for her living. To my mind dress-
cutting and millinery are about the only use-
ful things a woman can be taught.

Mrs. Cowan: Not cookery?

Mr, UNDERWOOD: You come along with
me and I will teach you how to cook a
‘‘goanna.’’ We teach them TFrench, Latin,
Algebra, shorthand and typewriting, subjects
that they are mnot going to use in after life.
I do not care what snbject it is, if it is not
proposed to use it subsequently it can well be
eut out.

Mr. Latham: How can you tell whether
they are not going to use these afterwards.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I can tell the hon.
member thait women are going to use dress-
cutting and millinery all their lives, and, that
is what the Commisison proposed to strike
out.

Mr. Munsie: That recommendation is just
about on a par with all the others in the
report.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I want to get a little
further in regard io the technical schools
and to come to the question of apprentices.
Many of us know the great difficulty a man
has to get his boy taught a trade in this
State. One of the biggest contractors here
speaking to me a month or two ago told me
that in a few years time there would not
be 2 Western Australian bricklayer or stone-
mason. He said that he hal been contraeting
nearly 20 years and in that time had taught
only one apprentice. What we are arriving
at is that under our education .and our ap-
prentice system, the imported man will be the
tradesman and the Australian will be the lab-
ourer. There is not a shadow of a doubt that
we ar¢ running right on to that position
where Western Australian boys are becoming
either elerks or unskilled workers. I might
be permitted to say that the unskilled worker
is the most unfortunate being on this earth
so far as I know. FEvery man’s hand is
against him. His fellow unionists—I will not
say, push him down—use the wungkilled
worker to lever themselves up. We have
had it laid dpwn that the skilled worker must
get 50 per cent. more wages than the un.
skilled worker.

The Minister for Works: Not 50 per cent.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: That is laid down.
Let me remind vhe Minister for Works that
when the Scaddan Government came into
office they said that 9s. a day was low enough
for any man to receive, and they raised tha
wages from 8s. to 93. That extra shilline
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a {day was for the unskilled worker. Then
the tradesmen immediately demanded an in-
crease of 1s. 6d4. per day, 50 per cenf higher.

The Minister for Works: I mean there is
a difference between them.

My, UNDERWOOD: So far as we in West-
ern Australia are concerned, most of our hoys
are becoming unskilled workers or eclerks. 1
have every respeet for a clerk, but one "of
the most pathetic things anyone can strika
is a clerk, who has reached 40 or 45 years
of age, out of employment. He is utterly
useless for anything else. That is the
position we are coming to. I do not know
that it has a great deal to do with education,
but still it has something to do with our
technical schools. There is another point I
desire to mention in regard to education, and
it is that I favour the expenditure of all this
money which I propose to save, on the estab-’
lishment, not of high schools or of modern
schoals in the towns or cities, but of farm
sehools, which would give the children who
are actually on the farms a chance of educa-
tion. The town high schools do not provide
for the farmera’ children. T have read in
the proceedings of the Appeal Board how
the man who appeared for the school teachers
said that the teacher who goes outhback de-
serves very great eredit. Just imagine calling
it ‘being outback where there is a school! If
such a school teacher deserves praise, my
parents ought to he canonised,

Mrsg, Cowan: So they should; your mother
especially.

Mr., UNDERWOOD: Of course I admit
that the man who is putting up the case for
the school teacher has a very bad case indeed,
and must utter some pifile or other. But le:
us comeg to the settlers on our wheat areas
particularly, whose children require education.
The parents cannot spare the time or the
money to send the children to, say, Northam
or Bunbury eor Narrogin or Kellerberrin;
they cannot gpare the children off the farm.
But they could spare them at gome time of
the year, for two or three or four months, and
then send- them to a farm school. There the
children could take up whatever subjects they
felt inclined to take up; and that instruction
could be followed up by a correspondence edu-
cation. Then we should be getting to the
people whom I desire to get to. But by
building cookery schools in ecuntry towns or
in the cities we are not getting to the people
we want td get to, the people whose children
we want to educate. There is one other
branch of this question—the age of school
children. That matter also stands on its own,
and the Committee would do well to take it
into consideration. I find that the Edunecation
Department are slipping right back to that
system which we abolished, to an extent; the
s_ystem of making our schools practically nur-
scries, taking children of any age. The last
Speech made by the Minister for Education
was delivered at the opening of an infant
school at North Perth. Now, I hold the view
that no child should go to school before the
ave of eight vears, T think thaf tha tecshing
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given to children under eight years of age
i3 not only nseless expenditure, but is not
good for the children. TIf I had my time over
again, no e¢hill of mine should go to school
before it was eight years of age. This Am-
erican book **Comparative Eilucation’' deals
pretty fully with the age question. The be-
ginning age in America ranges from six years
to mine, and the leaving age from 12 years
to 16, The great majority of the States of
the American Union lelieve in seven or eight
years as the proper beginning age; and the
majority of them have 135 vears as the leaving
age. My view is that from eight years to 13
is abgolutely the hest time for semding a
chill to seheol. If we cut. ont the children
under deven years of age, we c¢an save
£100,000 a year. 1 claim that we are doing
no useful service to those young: children hy
teaching them; 1 bhelieve that in many in-
stances we are injuring them hy having them
at school. This is another point which should
have been investigated by the alleged Royal
(‘ommission. [t is one of the things that de-
manded inquiry. But we were burked in our
cfforts, and that is why I ask this Committee
to support my motion and so demonstrate to
- the Ainister for Education that the Assembly
js determined to have a full and thorough in-
quiry inte the working of our education
avestem,

Mrs., COWAN (West Perth) [8.8]: | want
to express my disagreement from the last
speaker, Tt seems to me that the ideal set
up by that hon, member is that the mother
should be not only wife, but cleaner and
cook and washerwoman, and that, in addi-
tion, she should eduncate the family in various
important matters, matters in which she her-
self has never had the advantage of being
trained. Things were very different in the
olden times, when the mother had the leisure
to teach her children these necessary things,
things which 1, for example, was tanght by
my relations, who had leisure to do it because
they had assistance with regard to those other
matters. Nothing is more important to the
vommunity than the proper training of girls
and women in domestie science and houschold
management. I cannot agree with the re-
marks of the member for Pilbara in that re-
spect.

AMr, Underwood:
domestic science?

Ars, COWAN: As regards domestic science
in household wmatters, the schools do teach
the children to elcan the pots, and to clean
the silver and the hrass and everything that
is mecessary in the home; and they teach it
in a very thorough and competent manner. T
have myself been there and seen it done, and
it is done with the utmost regularity. Am T
to be told that a girl is going to make any
the worse wite or mother because she learns
such things as cookery, including special
caokery for juvalids? T am sure every hon.
member is more than pleased to have the re-
snits ‘of sueh training when they are given to
him by a woman who has heen educated to

Ts not cleaning pois a
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know the true value of food. It i~ <t rac
that the royal read to a man's Louit lies
through—well, not hiz heart, The riothers
of hon. members had, in their furn, wothers
who were able to give them proper instrue-
tion ir couking; the mothers of wmembers
were the daughters of mothers wha kuew
those things, But iuring the last 50 or G0
years many of those things have been tiken
out of the home—pickling, jum wakimu, ete
Men have made money by establishing prosery-
ing works, for instance. Bixty or 7o v 1< ago
there were done in the stillioom such tiings as
brewing, and the concoction of mediciues, OFf
later years women have not had auy teaining
in these things. XNot every woman now:iddays
is competent, owing to the lack of wineating
the daughters. When 1 was very vounu, one
could not pget pastry outside the homw.

Mr, Munsie: I can get better pastiy vovked
in my home than I ean get in any <hop in
Perth,

Mrs. COWAN: I agree, but the majority
of women nowadays do not know how to
make pastry, and therefore do not know how
to teach their Jdaughters to wmake it. We
know very well that that is so, beciuse other-
wise men would not be making out of
pastry aml counfectionery shops the woney
that they are making at the present .
time, The member for Pilbara  sail
it would be a shocking thing to take away
the teaching of millinery and dresseutting.
Why should we be s0 anxious to pamler io
the vanity of girls, or even to pander to a
site of men which is certainly not the
highest?

My, Munsie: It is good for the mother to
be able to make a few clothes, anyhow,

Mra. COWAN: We get a lot of admiring
talk concerning the woman wiho is good at
demestic seience and capable in the home;
Lut I notice that when it comes to the test,
even the member for Pilbara prefers that a
woman  should turn out in a very prefty
dress  amd  a  micely trimmed hat, and
he wakes no inquiry as to her capa-
bility otherwise. I  am sure that the
average man when he marries, speedily
realises that it would have been hetter for
him had such a girl possessed a little more
knowledge of domestic seionee.  Dowestie
science is a most necessary thing in the coun-
try districts and elsewhere, | wonder at the
attitude of men in thinking that they are so
competent to deal with these wmatters. They
ouly know the results; and one of the results
is that very frequently & man is experimented
on very considerably and very liberally duwr-
ing the first years of his married life, until
poor old mother has got her hand in,  And
hy that time she is supposed to be teaching
her daughters what she has so perfunetorily
learned herself, and has no time, amid lier
varied duties to do the instrnetion properly,
even if experience has made her compuetent.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:  T'wo-thirds of the
girla can cook before they are marvied, hov-
ing been tanght in their homes. That <tnft
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about experimenting on hushands is only fit
for pictures.

Mes COWAN: 1 ihink I would have just
whont as mueh right to instruet the members
of this Hounse about the correct way of run-
ning an office or a mine or a factory, as they
have to suggest what kind of traming it is
neeessary to give a woman for the life she is
te lepdd. T absolutely deny the hon. member’s
statement in respeet to soiled e¢lothes. Soiled
clothes are taken to school to wash, but not
in the way the hon, member snggests, The
children are invited to take along clean things
to be starched and ironed, but that does not
prevent their taking also seiled clothes and
heing taught how to wash them. T know
these things, for 1 have had a daughter in
charge of houscholl management centres, and
T have been there myself often enough to
know what goes on. The children are taught
these things and wre shown how to use, nof
only the proper untensil but some other uten-
sil, and to make shift with it; because one
of the last things that “‘father’’ is willing to
do ig to provide the best possible outfit for
the kitchen, no matter whether ““ mother’’ has
been properly trained or left untrained. 1
am going to ask that we have these elasses
not only eontinwed but, if possible, increased
in number, and in our country centres as
well. I deprecate any other attitude being
taken on this question, because it is of very
great importanee, and we shownld provide the
best possible training if -we desire to get the
hest type of wifo and mother.

Mr. TROY (Mt Magnet) [8.17]: T will
support the remarks of the member for
West Perth, even though by so doing T bring
upon myself the criticism of my colleagues.

Hou, W. C. Angwin: Why, have you heen
practised on?
« Mr. TROY:
think the hon. member has been practised on.
But then, he has been married but once. If
at any time he should be so unfortunate ag
to require a second wife, he may then find
himself practised on. After an expericnce
of married life I have come to the conclusion
that half the troubles of matrimonial exist-
ence arise from bad housekeeping. Show me
a home where the wife is meat, capable and
economical, and T will show you a happy
home. If our girls were more competent, if
they were teained to he good honsekeepers,
there would he many more happy marriages
than there are. Let me put to hon. members
this aspect: Most of our mothers and sisters
were reared in the country, under wholesome
conditions, and lived and worked in their own
homes, or alternatively in other people’s
homes. But of the girls in the city H0 per
cent. go to offices and shops and, in conse-
quence, do no domestie work. In faet many
of them get the iden that it is not right that
they should do domestic work. As a result
a large number of city girls have no oppor-
tunity -to learn those things which their
mothers did of necessity. They are at work
in the city when the cocking is going on at

No, T have not, nor o L,
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home. Twenty years ago it was a rare thing
for a girl to go out to work. To-day it is
the custom.  OF course a girl eannot work all
day in a shop or officc and go home and do
the cooking,

The Ainister for Works: She has not the
chance. HWer parents have not the means to
give her the chanee,

Mr. TROY: T am npt sorprised at the
cloquence of the member for Pilbara (Mr.
Underwood) in dealing with this subject, be-
cause nobedy can be so eloquent as one in
tetal ignoramce of his subjeet. T have heard
the hon. member say the housechold ¢entre at .
James-strect occupies a large building. As
n matter of faet it oceupies the most hig-
gledy-piggledy place I have ever seen de-
voted to the purpose. There is proof that
the hon. member knows nothing about it, else
he ecould not have made that statement. So
too, at Midland Junction, the houschold man-
agement ceatre is in a hoteh potch of a place
and, in addition, has but very little equip-
ment. Yet the hon. member suggests that
millions of pounds are wasted in extravagant
buildings for these centres,

Mr. Chesson: THe mnever made such a
statement.
Mr. TROY: T heard him. And he gaid

furthermore that at the same time we were
renting places for general, teaching.

Mr. Latham: He did not mention Mid-
Iand .Tunction.

Mr. TROY: No, that iz my statement.
But the member for Pilbara stated distinetly,
that the houschold wmanagement eentre in
James-strect oceupied large premises which’
conld well be wutilised for general teaching
purposes. T deny that. T have been there
myself.

Mr, Munsie: So have T, and I have been
to Leederville as well,

Mr. TROY: I have heard members say
that at these household management centres
a girl is compelled to use expensive material
which she eould not hope to find in her home
unless she married a rich man. T say, on the
contrary, girls are tanght to make the most
of the,least. It ig a thoroughly sound prin-
ciple. The girls are taught not only ecok-
ing, but jam making, fruit preserving, and
even upholstery. I have seen girls take a
kerosene box and make and upholster a suite
of furniture.

Mr, A, Thomson:
hox!

Mr. TROY: No, out of many boxes. The
hon. memhber is very funmy, is he nmot? Tt
has been said that all women are good house-
keepers. I do not wish to deprecate any
woman’s eapacity in that respect, but I must
say that it is not so, Whenever T go to the
Arbitration Court T always take a number of
women witnesses, and in order to become ac-
quainted with the evidence I make inquiries
inte their housekeeping methods and ask to
sec their bille. What has always struck me
has been the large quantity of expensive
tinned stuff which they buy. On one ocea-
sion I asked a man why this stuff was

Out of one kerosene



1404

hrought inte his home, and he said frankly it

was brentse his wife had never lvarnt to
eook.
Mr. Chessun: A woman like that never

woulil learn,

Mr. TROY: But T lave secn others. I
have known Women whe could not maintain
the home escept in an extravagant tashion,
Feeanse they hal never be taught anything
Letter, I have heen to these household man-
agement ceatres, and T muost confess that if
appears tn be o very popular scienee amony
wivls. L have cone there to seoff and re-
mainel to ey, On the question of conntry
selmols, | have heard it said that the efuea-
tion system of Western Aunstralin i based
o that of Now South Wales, T eay it is not
0.

Mr. Latham: The Education Commission-
ers said it was -sp.

Me. TROY:  Yos, but it is not so. Our
sistem waas framed by Mr, Cyril Jackson,
who eame from England. Tt is dissimilar in
many resjcels from that of New South
Wales. One thing [ deplors in our system 13
the want of faecilities for tmparting proper
edueation to children in the back Dhlocks, Tn
this State those children enjoy very few of
the facilities and advantages that obtain in
New South Wales. In Western Australia a
teacher qualifies for a higher grade by
merely passing a eertain examination. All
that he has to do is to study and secorc his
SR oor ‘YA class certificate, wherenpon
lie moves up. Yo New South Wales he has
ta do more than that. He mmst get resnlts
“from the children under his control. Many
men ean pass any examination, and yet be
quite unable to get practical results from
their teaching. Tn New Souwth Wales, at all
cvents in the old days, every teacher had to
pass through a country school and get results
from his scholars before he moved on. Here in
Western Aunstralia if he is a poor teacher he
is sent into the country, but if le be a good
teacher he remains in the metropolitan area.
That is an entirely wrong system. In many
of our centres teachers will not bother to give
lessons to children in the alternoon, or to take
any pains with hackward children. On the
goldfirlds, so scvere is the summer climate
that teachers cannot he exvneeted to sustain
the necessary physiral and mental labour. In
any caze, the edueation system doos not de-
mand it. -Another objevtion [ have to the
system is the qualifying of a boy to serve
ae an apyprentice in, say, the Midland June-
tion workshopa, the State Tmplement Works
or any other Government aetivity. Tt has
heen stated by the member for Pithara (Mr.
Tnierwood) that a boy is debarred from ap-
prenticeshin unless he has had g training
at a teebnieal sehool, T do mot think that ie
correct.

The Minister for Works: Neither do T.

Mr., TROY: T have known of boys being
taken at the Midland Juvnetion Workshons
who have mever seen a technieal achool.

Mr. Davies: That will not appertain fo-
ay.

[ASSEMEBLY.]

Mr. Latham: And that is due to the pro-
sress of education!

Mr. TROY: It is the want of edueation.

Mr. Lathain: I should say su.

Mr. TROY: Children in the back country
are at a disndvantuge  boeanse  they arve
ohliped to pass the seventh standard. There
are very few seventh standard schools out-
sile the biguer localities. The back country
srhuel chililren are, therefore, penalised be-
cause they have not the advantage that chil-
dren in the populous centrezs have in the
way of securieg this more advanced edueca-
tion. | do not think education is the omly
thimgr that a boy needs for his training in
life.  Adaptability is one of the chief things
inu "oy, T know of hoys who have not had
i day s edoeation but who bave become very
compietent tradesmen. I had a boy at my
own place who came from an orphanage. Ie
was one of the handiest hoys T have ever seen
in any class of mechanical work., The reason
for this was that he had a natural capacity
for that sort of thing. To ecompel a boy to
jass the seventh standard of edueation hefore
he ean be apprenticed is wrong. It places
an obstacle in the way of boys in the back
country, and causes too much attention to be
given to mere book knowledge as against the
eapaecity or natural ability that a boy may
have for his job. T de not know that I ean
criticise the report of the Royal Commission
on Edueation. T am disappointed with it.
It embedied nothing that T desired so far as
odueation in the back country is concerned. I
do not set myself up to criticise a man like
Mr. Peter Board. The member for Pilbara
might, of conrse, do so. Probably there is
no person in the world that he would not
think a fit subject for criticism, MMr. Peter
Board rose from the ranks by his own natural
ability. He had no influenee to assist him.
He started off in life as the son of poor par.
ents. T heard the member for Pilbara the
other night reading something from *‘Smile’s
Relf Help,’’ showing how certain young men
had proved themselves. So has Mr. Peter
Board. He has risen ahove his fellows, He
has reached a high position, althongh tlere
are many other capable men in his State.
There must be some reason for his having
reached that position. Tf he managed to get
threugh the ranks above them all he must
have shown more than ordinary ecapacity. T
!0 not know, however, that he was the most
competent man we could have obtained.
Whnt this House desired last year was that
there should be every possible economy in
spencding the vote for earrying on our educa-
tion system. My opinion was that the Com-
niseion was not mecesssary that we had at
the iend of affaira a Minister whose business
il was to see that we obtained the benefits
of onr expenditure.

Mr. Pickering: The House did not believe
th» Minister,

‘v, TROY: The Government merely ap-
pointerl 2 Royal Commission, not se mu-h
tevivonine into whether ar net the money was
heing properly spent, hut to irquire into
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whether or not the system was good, bad or
indifferent. There may be considerable over-
lapping in that system. There may be sub-
jects taught in two schools in one area which
eould bhe taught in one, There may be rivalry
between teachers and  inspectors to create
large departments, in order to make a name
for themselves. I think that is so to a cer-
tain extent. I fear there may be gentlemen
in the service capable of inducing a Minister
to take up thiz system or that, this prin-
ciple or that, in order that they may
rise a little above their fellow men and gain
an advantage by their advocaey. This is the
danger of the whole system. It ought to be
the respongibility of the Minister to see that
this does not oeccur. We have a Minister for
Edueation, and he is the one who shonld sece
that the best results are obtained for the
money provided by Parliament. T shall not
vote for the motion moved by the member for
Pilbara. 1 understand he made a comparison
between the cost of edueation in New Zealand
and Western Australia and between the cost
in England and in Western Australia. We all
know that the cost of services in Western
Australia camnot "be compared with New
Zealand or BEugland. The conditions are not
similar, We cannot eompare the cost of any
servie¢ in Western Awustralia with the service
in, say, Vietoria, New South Wales, or South
Australia, because those States are well popu-
lated. They have populous localities that are
large and closely scttled, and where every-
thing is on a different plane. Viectoria is a
country in which a great deal of develop-
mental work is going on. It is populated re-
latively, so far as Austraiian populations are
concerned, within small areas; whereas our
services and schools serve, say, 100 people,
theirs serve 2,000 people. What is the use of
making any comparison? T understand that
ong of the objeetions of the member for I'il-
barn is that there is waste of money on the
teaching of domestic science. In my experi-
enee, if this science is properly taught, it is
one of the best forms of education that girls
¢an have. TIf that is the only weakness in
the system pointed out by the houn. member,
then 1 shall certainly not vote for his amend-
ment, Those girls whe are working in fae-
tories and' shops all the day eannot in their
own homes he taught much about the domes-
tie side of life, and unless somchody else
gives them this teaching, they cannot become
eompetent wives and mothers. -

Hon, T. WALKER (Kanowna) [8.37]: 1
am firmly convinced that there is not a single
member in this Chamber who disapproves of
the expenditure of money, large though it be,
for edueational purposes in this State. There
is no need therefore, to convince anyone of
the wisdom of the course we arc taking. Tt
i3 an observation that everyone looking out
on the broad world has made, that only those
eountries where schools cxist—in proportion
to the freedom of thosc schools, to the ox-
tent to which thev distribute knowledge in the
lower strata of their society—do the nations
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prosper and advanee. It is knowledge that
moves the world, and lifts it from the savage
stage and from a bhratal condition to the semi-
civilised condition in which it is now. It is
wonderful to see the working of the great
law of nature, atavism, and see men turping
back to the savage wifth the vencer of civili-
gation upon them. Even in our legislative halls
we hear the voice of the savage, Tt is better
to have our grandmothers’ method than our
wodern methods,

The Minister for Works:
would be more wholesome.

Hon, T. WALKER: My genial friend, the
Minister for Works, has always exhibited
that spirit of conservatism, that reverence for
the past, that adoration for the by-gone
which distingunished the individuals that are
sibject to the law T am deseribing. It omiy
shows us the need there was for edueation in
their youth, Yhen they were young they had
not the chance; they can, however, now
appreciate the Dblessings of it. All merit
is  due to those who, in sgpite of
these disadvantages, have brightened their
intellects, have acenmulated a store of
knowledge, and Dbetome possessed of all
those qualifications which make them dis-
tinguished wmembers of society. T say, all
honour to them. The struggle for existence
kas brought renown to them, I deprecate
them not, but svrely they, looking upon the
workl to-day, cau recognise what advantages
their children and their grandchildren have
over them. How much better a start in Jife
have these children than {hey had, and it all
comey from the spread of cducation. Every
day of our lives we meet people who are
circumseribed in their- views and who depre-
ciate those who have passed beyond the eir-
cemsgeriptions and have got outside the bend
of their limitations. How they depreciate
and discredit and sneer at those who
have got beyond them! We see it in
our school children. A little ehild. goes
for the first time to school in a
new frock and a nice little hat, and lifts
her head a little higher in consequence. All
the other children turn ronnd and sec her, and
sa) how prond and conceited a little fop she
ig. All these things we see. Manhood is 'not
devoid of that weakness. We have some
mimbhers here, accustomed to feed on the tails
of kangaroos, who object to our children bs-
ing taught scientific cooking because, for-
sooth they have had their dampers baked in
the ashes or mud, and havc eaten as much
dirt as they have eaten food.

Mr. Latham: And they are none the worse
for it.

Hon. T. WALKER: 1 &now the hon. mem-
ber is a fype of that sort.

Mr. Latham: A jolly good type.

Hon. T. WALKER: T do not deny that.
It is the type T respect in its place, but for
gooduess sake do not let it pretend to be a
teacher.

AMr. Latham:

I believe it

I do not.
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Hon. T. WALKER: Do oot let it pretend
to e a judpe of the ambitions and advance-
ment of the world. They eavil at education.
‘They are at home in the wilds. Tley are at
home in the hut, at howme on the wud Hoor, at
Iome in the windowless dwelling, at home
with the damper and the kangaroo’s tail for
diet. They arc ut home in these surronndings.
But for goodness’ sake Jdo not let us depre-
ciate those who desire to have their food
properly cooked, so that their systems may
assimilate their food in accordance with
wodern conditions of civilisation. Do not let
us exalt them over others who are advaneing.

Mr. Pickering: Are they not entitled to
their opinion?

Hon. T. WALEKEK: Of course they are.

Mr, Pickering: Just as much as you are.

Hon. T. WALKER: Quite as much as I
am.

Mr. Dickering: And their opinion is of
just as much value.

Hon, T. WALKER: But let it be known
how far their opinion reaches, what has
formed that opinion, the amount of study
they have given to the question, the investi-
gations they have made, the time they have
spent in learning, the rate at which they have
got out of their little grooves and got into
the wider circles of civilisation.

Mr. Pickering: They will demonstrate all
that,

Hon. T. WALKER: The hon. member for
Sussex would demonstrate anything. There
is no mortal question under the sun hot the
hon, member glibly talks about it, and there
15 no hon. member in this House or in any
other House of Parliament who embraces so
many opportunities to reveal the hollowness
of his mind and his lack of understanding oy
the hon., memhber for Pickering Brook does.

Mr. Pickering: Ou a point of order. Is
tiie member for Kanowna in order in refer-
ring to me ay the member for Pickering
Brook! 1 ohject to his statement and I ask
for an apology und withdrawal.

‘Hon, T. WALKER: I most certainly agreo
ta that, but surely this is evidence of the bon.
wember’s lack of education, for o man who
connot stamd g joke like' that, is only fit to
live anmcuz savages.

My, 1" kering: On a point of order 1 ask
tor n v hidrawal of that offensive statement.

AMr. Troy: 'That is quite in order.

lon. T. WALKER: It iz not a matter of
a point of order. That is an houest expression
ot my opinion.

The Minister
lives among us.

Mr. Pickering:
the “statement.

Mr, Johnston: It is most defamatory.

Hon. T. WALKER: I was referring:

Mr. Pickering: I asked for a withdrawal
of that offensive statement,

Hon. T. WALKER: T said he way fit,

The CHATRMAX: If the membher for
Shussex will stand up anl say what he objects
to, I will listen te him.

tor Works: Thercfore he

I ask for a withidrawal of

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. Pickering: He accused me of a lack
of education :nd having no ability and every-
thing else,

Hon. T. WALKER:
said that.

Mr, Pickering: The member for Kanownn
said L was not fit to live with savapes, | take
cxception to that. )

Hou. T. WALKER: T did not ray lie was
not fit to live with savapes. 1 said the hon,
member was fit to live with them. However,
if we are to mulerstand our education arizht
we understad it as fitting the child from the
time of the first opportunity, to develop him-
self through all the stages le is passing
in bis eduentional eareer, to be of usefulness
to himgelf, to the home, to socicty, amd to the
world.

Mr, Money: [s it to juect the requirements
of the child or of the State?

Hon. T. WALKER: Botl, it is true. The
gireat unselfishness of the great people of thig
great State in <penling this money on c¢hild-
ren it hos wnever scen and ean never know,
lias for its object not particularly the benefit
of the individual but because all soeiety is
interested in the edueation of the whole com-
munity in its composition. 1t is beeause we
want to do away with all those anomalies and
digeases in society rhat necessitate our gaols,
police toree, houses of correction, homes of
reformation, lunatic asylums and even charit-
able institutious themselves. It is because we
want to bring up children healthy physiealiy,
mentally and norally, to tuke their plaecs
in soeiety, that we spend ail this money. It
is huilling up the future.

The Minister for Works: What is society?

1Ton, T. WALKER: Society is the organie
ramposite of all the individual human units
withia it.

The Minister for Works: T did not know
what you mcant. I apree with you, however,

Hon, T. WALKER: We are compelted to
live in groups and with cucli other. We can-
not avoil each other, XNow we want to see
that we ereate in ourselves the least possilile
pain, anguish, distress and disease, uand the
least possible sorrow, disease or distress in
our fellow beings, that we may he the re-
ceptucle  of all homan bappiness and be
the disseminators of Joy and happiness
amony our fellow men. That i3 the
true object of cdueation. No o strietly
ipnorant individual can Dbe a good citi-
zen, Even all those mentiouced as having
made  thomselves, are none the Iess af-
fected, They have imbiled conditions of
socicty intuitively by cexample or by in-
heritanee. In some way society has made
them. They are fitted in that sense for the
sueeess they have achievel. But the jpnerant
man can never hencfit ar in any way alvanee
na. This great continent of ours was inhabited
by peaple hefore white men eame here. How
wayg it that there were no magnificent eities,
no splendid lighwaye or railways spreading
throughout the country? T{ was because the
people were ignorant and undiseiplined sav-
ages. It i« only by knowledge that we have
the power to turn the waste places of the

I do not know that 1
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earth into glorious fields of golden harvests
and beautiful eities.

Mr, Latham: Is art any
it was in the nges past?

Hou. T. WALKER: Tt is more general
and widely distributed. I can go with the
hon. member threugh all the efforts of art
in hygone days. T can stand and shiver as it
were Wlth admiration at the marvel in marble
of Phidias or the statuc chiselled by Praxi-
teles. I can admire all of them, but these
things took place in educated Greece. They
are the product of the cdueation of bygome
days.

Mr. Money:
edneation ?

Hop. T. WALKER: T ean stand with ad-
miration under that sublime produet of archi-
tecturc—the Egyptian temple of Karnae—T
can stand under those sublime pyramids
and feel the same reverence and thrills as
Napoleon felt. Egypt was a civilised coun-
try, the mother of a great deal of the eivilisa-
tion that has bheen handed down to us. What
was the result of this? What destroyed the
magnificent -art of Babylonin, Assyria, Epypt
and Carthage? Tt was the inroads of the
ignerant unconquered hordes of barbariang,
men who helieved that the quintescence of
goml vocking was the damper. It was the
hordes of the Underwoods of those days if
hon. members prefer to put it that way.
These hordes of barbarians marched with
their armies and destroyed these civilisations.
T agree with the hon. member that we have
much to learn from these ancient civilisations.

Mr. Latham: True, we have.

Hon. T. WALKER: But if it had been
left to the hon. member for York to have
aequired that learning, the world would have
waited long in ignorance. He is satisfied
with these things, What is true education?
It is the discipline, instruetion and influence
that develop the child and all its faculties
and qualities for fitness for citizenship. Tt
is the blessings of education that enable one
to best live, as it were, in the glory of these
bygone days. [ agree with the hon. member
for York; there was great art in those days.
T can still, as it were, see in fancy the mag-
nificent eolouring in the blocks and tiles in
the temple of Tanith in old Carthage. T ecan
walk with him and admire the palace of
Hamilear. the father of Hannibal, the con-
queror of Rowe, and admirve all these wounder-
ful internal shades of colouring that mark
the steps and flooring of his palace.

Mr. Meney: What is this on, the amend-
ment or the motion?

Hon. T. WALKEER: it is on both. I ean
do it even if T am indulging a little in my
own wanderings back into the hygone past
whither T was led by the hon. wember for
York. How is it that T am able to do this?
Of course, the member for Bunbury who
interjected is a solicitor. T am one myself.
We are conservative to a degree, and some
are narrow-minded too.- We are too often
narrow-minded. However. T can enjoy all
this: T ern revel in the art that the world

better now than

What was the end of that
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has produced and I can claim a due apprecia-
tion of the beauties e¢reated by the ancients.
What enables me to do that? Only, eduea-
tion. Only the training of my faculties; only
the wandering back through the languagc
of the historians of the past who have handed
down the bygone days to the present, lg-
vorant men caunot do so because their syni-
pathies are not developed and their minds
have not become more or less world-wide in
their sympathies. Education has been respon-
sible for that guality enabling one to enjoy
the art and the marvels of the past. To-
daty, this is what we are doing for our young,
We are enabling every son of the State and
every daughter in oor midst to enjoy the
blessings that helonged to such a small pro-
portion of the community in past ages. In
the days of those great marvels, only a few
men stood high above their fellows; the mass
below wag in dense ignorance, black, slavish
darkuness, gloom, slavery, and semi-starvation.
Oniy a fow stood above that misery. To-day
every child born in our midst has opening to
it the pathway of learning that lends it
through the fair mazes of history back te
the days of these ancient masters and their
glories which the hon. member for York so
much admires. And not enly does it do that,
but it takes us from the flat world of
Ptolemy and lifts us into the glories of space
and we start measuring the infinitude of the
empyrean and feel how insignificant this
little speek of dust in the great universe
about us is. Tt teaches us humility and rever-
enee. There is ny end to its possibili-
tics. But let me say that the first and the
essential requisite of this eduecation is to sece
to onr proper food supply and nutrition. The
&chools that teach ns how to . scientifieally
prepare food for assimilation and impart
seientifie knowledge of what is required in
weakness as well as in strength, in sickuness
as well as-in health, i3 of inestimable value,
The great question of all questions in our
life is food. Tt is the very basis of all. Mal-
nutrition on the part of the mother who is
bearing the babe means a weakened babe and
a sickly, weakly, weedy citizen afterwards.
Hcalth in the home, health during mater-
nity, health from the eradle upwards—
that 35 the way to Dbuild a nation
strong, a nation stronger than your gums or
your bayonets or your swords ean make it,
Build your ammunition of healthy flesh and
blood and neble minds. That is the objert
of education, Tt therefore anunoys me more
than I can teil, though T quite agree with
some of the critics of our education system,
when I hear of a professor of our University
going to political meetings to try to foree
this House into voting for fees at the Uni-
versity. TUnless we c¢an have free education
all through that University up to its highest
altitude, we have no right to support it at
all. If it is to become the property of the
rich, it ceases to be national; it ceases to
effect the' purposes T have describad; it be-
eames an uleer instead of a life giver in the
community: it saps our life from us instend
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of giving life to us. T trust that if ever there
is a proposal to impose fees in the Unniver-
sity, to close the door, however alightly,
against the humblest citizen to prevent
him obtaining the full development of
his nature and acqoiring all the know-
ledge we can impsrt, T trost, T say,
that every such proposal that comes before
us will he turned down immediately. I had
this chiefly in mind when I rose to speak.

Mr. Jolnsten: Will we have a say in the
matter?

Hon. T. WALKER: Undoubtedly, and T
trust that every member will take his share
then, Our eduveation is not worth a snap
of the fingeers unless it is nationai, unicss
it iz designed to make true, good and noble
vitizens of this State, nnless it is to improve
the socin] organization, unless it is to get rid
of the deformities of our society. It is of
no use whatever wnless it is conducive to the
health of the whole body politie, and is the
free vight and heritage of cevery child born
inte this community.

My, LATHAM (York) [9.5]: T intend
to support the amendment moved by the
member for Piibara, T do so, not hecouse T
desire to have other than the most effivient
eiduweation for the State, but because T wish
to see non-cssentinls cut out.  Those non-
essentials, I think, were very well demon-
~trated hy the member for Pilbara. T do not
see how it is possible to get any good vesults
trom this expeaditure. If a ehild stands
out particularly in one subject, it is econ-
sildered to be the duty of the Education De-
partment to assist that child to develop that
partienlar line. The teachera are there for
the purpose, and if they cannet do this, it is

ahout time they made room for others who -

e¢an.  Our country schools do not enjoy the
same privileges that the eity schools do, but
will anyone say that the country child is not
as good as the city c¢hild?  If we wish to
eduente a c¢hild, necessity is the best dduea-
tion. Al the teaching and all the work of
the teachers counta as nothing compared with
nevessity.

My, Corboy:
wages,

Mr. LATHAM: T do not wish to bring
down wages. The hon, member’s interjec-
tion is quite out of place. No one stands
more strongly for a fair and decent wage
than T do. Tf u girl shows that she is fitted
to be a couk, it is right that the State should
help her, but the child of to-day is not better
than the child of 106l years age so far ay
house work is concerned. T believe the child
of to-iax is inferior. We are told that the
girls drift into offices. Then wheve does our
eduention system eome in that is supposed to
be teaching them cookery?

AMps, Cowan: You do not want to teach
them conkery at all,

Mr. LATHAM: No, because their mothers ean
do mare for them than any outside individual.
Tf we want to get the best results we ean
get them from a voluntary worker better

That iy s0; bring down the
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than from one who is forced. Faney sending
girls to school to be taught washing! It is
natural for girls to learn cooking and wash-
ing, and they do not require to be taught
these things at school. With just a little
comsideration on the part of the meothers,
they ean develop proficiency in these diree-
tions better than with all our help.

Mr. Johnston: I1f this vote is reduced,
the country sehools will suffer.

Mr. LATHAM: [ do nof say that this
woull apply to the country, but if there are
non-essentials in the country schools, they
should be eut out. I have visited a good
many country schools aml have not scen any-
thing taught which was not essential to the
welfare of the children.

The Minister for Works: How can you
cut off 10 per cent, of the teachers in the
service!

Mr. LATIHTAM: T said nothing about 10
per cent. of the teachers.

The Minister for Works: T would net
mind it the proposal were practical, hat it
is not.

AMe. LATHAM: T have been partivularly
singled out by oune bon. member, but |1 de
not think it is any detriment to a man who
ltas  heen unfortunate enough to misg the
privileges of a geod education if he suceeeds
in winning his way to the fore, Ife deserves
eredit for it ’

Mr, O'Loghlen: But you should
withthold those privileges from others.

Mr. LATHAM: Suach a man is probably
more valuable to the community than one

not

wlio has lad an advanced education. [ sup-
port the amendment.
Ay, A, THOMSOXN (Katanning) [9.12]:

T do not know that I shall support the mem-
her for Tilbara who has moved for a redue-
tion of 10 per cent. That 10 per cent. seems
to be rather an unpopular suggestion, judging
by wmy experience of last evening. 1 think
we might reduee the vote by a small amount
a« an inlieation that, in the opinion of this
Chamber, savings might be effected. T am
afraid that any reduction will reanlt in diffi-
culty, because whenever a veduetion is sug-
pgosted, the member suggesting it is twitted
by the member for Kanowna and others with
a desire to eurtail the privilegea of thoese cn-
titled to receive educational advantages, aml
a desire to keep them in a state of ignor-
ance, I do not say I shall support a redae-
tion of £30,000. I know the whip which has
been held over members ever since 1 have
heen in this Iouse, a period of scven yvears;
whenever this vote has heen discussed, we
have been given te vnderstand that if a re-
duetion was made, the country schools would
suffer. I know the difficulties of the depart-
ment in the vountry distri-ts. Excellent work
has Dbeen done, but when one eonsiders the
extraordinary faeilities enjeyerll hy the chil-
dren more fortunately sitnated in the metro-
politan avea. one must confeas that the
vountry children are not getting anvthing
like equal favilities.  Take the techmieal
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school; I was desirous of getting my son in
there in order to finish off, but there was nv
room. When the State is providing faeili-
ties, every child should have an equal oppor-
tunity. When education is supposed to be
free, my child is entitled to the same oppor-
tunity as any other. When onc speaks on
this question his remarks are apt to be mis-
eonstrued, It has been given to me on the
best authority that, of the money expended
by the Eduecation Department, 93 per cent.
represents  salaries. 1f that statement
is  correet, and I |Dbelieve it is, then
I am afraid it is not of much use
the Committee reducing the vote. We have

other alternatives of course, and ope would.

be to inercase the number of children that
the various teachers should teach. The Edu-
cation Department say that the present num-
ber is the maximum,

My. Mann: How c¢an Yoo inerease the
namber if the chil@ren are not there!

Mr. A, THOMSON: I am dealing with
the metropolitan area.

My, Mann:  You did not say so.

Mr. A, THOMSON: That is one difficulty
with which we are faced., T feel that when
one looks throngh ihe Estimates, and notices
how mueh the Training College costs—amd
ne doubt it is a distinet advantage to the
education system of tie State—it seems un-
fortunate that about 75 per cent. of those who
are trained there do not give the full benefit
of the kuowledge which they aequire to the
State. The State does not get value for the
woney it expends, The ladies whe are trained
are natarally inclined to follow the usual
course of getting married. B

Mr. O'Loghten: Your opinien is that the
individoal gains and the State loses?

AMr. A, THOMSOXN: | wonld prefer to sce
more male teachers.

The Ministezr for Works:
the influence of the woman.

Mr. A, THOMSOX: T am mercly dealing
with some of the difficultics with which we
are faced. Coming to the secondary schools
we find that there is provided £13,000 for the
staff. I presume that that amount is in con-
neetion with the high schools. T am not going
to say that T am opposed altogether to high
schools, but T claim that we would get better
results in the country distriets if we estab-
lished agricultural colleges. T would prefer
to see what I might term rural schools, where
the children would have an opportmnity of as-
similating a liking for country life, and
where they wouldl be given practical know-
ledge of farming pursnits. We find on the
Estimates that provision is made to the ex-
tent of £1,620 for the Narrogin school staff.
Further down there is £4,850, which I pre-
some is to be expended in providing ad-
dittonal faecilities sueb as increased huildings.
For the School of Mines there is set down
a sum of £5,400. I do not wish for 2 moment
to say that that amount of money shounld not
be spent in giving instruction to these who
are desirous of assimilating knowledge in
mineralogy. The members for West Perth

You de not lose
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and Kanowna argue that there should .be a
eertain amount of teaching in connection with
household management and techmical know-
ledge which is essentinl. I eclaim that we
should also give instruction in farming and
pastoral pursunits. My point, however is, that
taking into comsideration the financial .po-
gition of the State, we cannot afford to con-
tinue as we have been doiug.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Let this be the last de-
partment to be attaciced.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: Exactly. The state-
ment has been frecly made in the House that
it is a deplorable thing to find a member of
the Country Party attacking the Lands De-
partment vote. The same thieg applies in
ather directions. We may find members speak-
ing on the Mines Department vote and on
other votes, and asking that the particular votes
in swhich they are interested shall mot be
totched, but that others shall be reduced. We
have arrived at the stage when we must ask
whetlier we ean afford to coutinue what, at
times have been called the frills.

Hon. T. Walker: You cannot afford to
neglect them.

AMr. A, THOMSOXN: T will admit that the
hon. member is an example of what ean he
accomplished by personal effort. The hon.
wember qualified and became a member of an
honourable profession simply beecause he ap-
plied himself to his studies.

Hon. T, Walker: And edneation taught me
how to do it.

Mr. A, THOMSOXN: 1 presume the hon.
member s like the majority of members in
this House, At suy rate T should speak for my-
self ond say that T only attended a State
school until T reached the age of 14, and that
many of us were anly eduecated in what the
member for Pilbara terms the three R's,
While all these things are essential and mean
knowledge, we must alse remember that when
we left schoal we became specialists in tle
particular calling to which we applied our-
selves in order to gain a livelibood. How
many hon, members have been able to retain
that knowledge which they aequired in their
school days? The majority of ns specialised
in the particular lines we decided to foliow.

The Minister for Works: And whieh were
tought at school,

Mr. O’Loghlen: The Mioister for Works
has been through a hundred diffeveut schaols
i his life.

Mr. A, THOMSON: He has been through
the hard school of experience, which -is a great
advantage, I do not consider the Govern-
went are acting wisely in eontinving the ex-
penditure on high schools. Tn my opinion
and in the opinion of quite a number of
teachers in the Education Department, in
central schools such as those at Katanuing,
Wagin, Narrogin and various other towns
iu the State, it is quite possible by the selec-
tion of a teacher of a higher grade to
give a limited namber of children attending
the school the opportunity of reaching the
cighth standard. Tf those children show ex-
ceptional ability, then it is the duty of the
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State to give them the opportunity of going
vn t the Modern School, and from there to
the Uuniversity. Our secondary schools give
only what might be termed a commercial
training. 1 eonsider that the trend of the
Edueation Department is in the direction more
particularly of commereial training, That is
where the money is being spent.

Hon. T. Walker: We ean alter all that if
we find that we do not need so much comimer-
einl training.

Mr. A. THOMSOXN: TUnfortunately that
is not being altered. I have quoted figures
to show the small amount of money that is
being spent on agricultural edueation, and
the Premier is banking on the primary pro-
ducts of the State to pull the State out of its
diffieulty. Therefore, it is essential that
those who are following primary pursuits
should bave the opportunity of becoming ex-
perts. Farming is just as mueh a seience and
a profession as any other, and instead of
errcting high sthools it would be better to
provide an agricultural college.

Hon. T. Walker: Once you cut down the
Estimates you get no more schools.

Mr. A, THOMSON: There is an item in
conneetion with manual training and cookery
which takes £13,585. T am not going to say
that the manual training is not good, and
T am not going to say that the teaching of
children to cook is not good, but the question
is whether we can afford to continue to im-
part this particular instevction. T shall not
support the reduction proposed by the mem-
ber for Pilbara; but I should be glad to see
the vote reduced by a small sum, as a dir-
ection to the Government that they must
discover ways and means of effeeting eeono-
Mes,

Mr. PIOCKERING (Sussex [9.31]: The
member for Pilbara has said that he took
his action mainly by way of protest against
the pature of the report of the Royal Com-
mission on edueation. When that Royal Com.
mission wag first appointed, considerable ex-
ception was taken throughout the State to
its constitution. As a member representing
a country distriet, I waited, with other coun-
try members, uwpon the Minister for FEdn-
cation and suggested that there should be
country representation on the Commission.
[ helieve a corresponding request eame from
the women's organisations for the represen-
tation of women on the Commission. Tt would
have been a fair thing if the different seetions
of the community had bheen so represented.
To this extent T support the memher for
Pilbara, but T am quite unable to support
him in asking for any reduection of the vote.
Ever since I have been a member of the
House, T lhave, in spite of the arguments of
the member for Pilbara and those of Mr,
Pilkington, formerly member for Perth, con-
sistently mnintained the eause of edueation.
I may draw attention to the report of the
Education Department, which shows that the
increase in the vote this year is relatively
small—92 per cent. of it being due to higher
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salaries, against which the Minister has no
remedy. [ have alwavs supported the ex-
tension of our education system throughout
the country districts. Members representing
city constituenvies are u strong safeguard
for ecity education. | am glad to note that
the standard of teavhers going to the country
is improving and that the number of country
schools is increasing. This progress in con-
nettion with education in the country is no
doubt due to the persistent efforts of country
members to secure better facilities. I regret
that the member for Kanowna speilt his
peroration by a pgratnitous insult to myself.
The insult was quite uncalled for, sinee my
interjection to him was due to a reflection
cast by that member on country members. Ile
reflected upon their intelligence, and reflected
upon the diet which eccasionally they have to
vesort to in the course of their daily life. The
hon. member refused to withdraw.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Sussex
has made a statement which is incorrect. The
hon., member stated that the member for
Kanpwna gratuitously insalted him, and re-
fused to apologise and withdraw.

Mr, PICKERING: Yes, Sir,

The CHAIRMAN: That is absolutely in-
correct,

Mr. PICKERING: I am glad of your as-
suranee to that effeet, Sir.

The CHAIRMAN: When you rose and
dcmanded an apology, the member for
Kanowna said he would willingly give it. Is
that not se, Mr., Walker?

Hon. T. Walker: Yes, Mr, Chairman,

The CHAIRMAN: I wish the member for
SBussex would withdraw his remark, because
it is a reflection upon the Chair.

Mr, PICKERING: I will withdraw it upon
your assurance, Sir, Capt. Marryatt's ¢ Mid-
shipman Easy’’ contains an incident in which
a gratuitous insult was given, in a certain diree-
tion which is not quite pelite; and 1 under-
stood that the apelogy of the member for
Kanowna was in the nature of tlie apology
tendered to the lieutenant in Capt. Marryatt’s
haok. The insult of the member for Kanpwna
was a gratvitous one,

Hon. T. Walker: I did not think you were
so thin-skinned, Why vcounot you take a
joke? ‘

Mr. PICRKERING: If the result of the
wisdem and learning of the member for
Kanowna iz to produce such indiscretions, we
should not follow him, T am very glad in-
deed to know that it is the intention of the
Edueation Department te go far in the diree-
tion of improving the faeilitics for aequiring
knowledge in the country schools, and thus of
inereasing the capacity of the stadents, In
that conneetion it oceurs to me that there
must be in the country schools some students
who are unfitted for the country life. The
same facilities should be afforded them of
fitting themselves for other avocations as are
granted to children in the city sehools. Simi-
larly, in the city schools there mast be many
students who are unfitted for eity tife, and
would be advantaged by opportunities of
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agrienltural training. Unlike the member for
Pilbara, I am not opposed to the teaching of
cooking and sewing in sehools, if that teach-
ing is on sovnd lines. But I do contend that
nowadays people have not the same good
digestions as in years gone by. I attribute
the e¢hange to the dolled-up diet of to-day,
a3 against the plain cooking of our youth.
In the matter of teaching plain cookery, T
am with the department every time. I agree
with the member for Pilbara that it is abgurd
to send children to school at too young an
age, but the influence of this particmlar item
upon the attendances is great. To exclude
children as the member for Pilbara suggests,
would lead to the closing of many country
schools. Though not mueh good has come
out of the recommendations of the Reoyal
Commission, I would draw attention to a re-
mark in that body’s report to the effect that
the number of students being trained as typ-
ists and book-keepers is out of all proportion
to the requirements of the country, In spite
of what the member for Pilbara has said
about the technical sehools, I hold that if we
desire to increase the number of our traiuned
artisans we muost continue the operation of
those schools, T endorse the remarks of one
hon. member—I think it was the member for
Pilbara—as to the scarcity of skilled artisans
in this State. I regret that under our system
of education it is not possible to train yonths
in that direction. It has been stated, not so
much on this side of the Chamber as on the
other side, that to train artisans is impossible
uxider our present apprenticeship system.

Mr. MeCallum: Who gaid that?

Mr. PICKERLNG: The member for Han-
nans. By attending technieal schools youths
obtain a more intimate and more aeccurate
knowledge of their trade than otherwise they
wonld. The member for Pilbara reflected
upon the situation of the techniecal sehool.
I contend that if that sechool were placed in
a remote situation, difficult of access, the
uumber of students would fall off. In Syd-
ney the technieal school was very accessible,
and was largely attended. I myself put in
12 months there, going through a course; and
1 consider that I derived eonaiderable ad-
vantage from the training. Tf I, as an
architeet, conld gain advantage from being
trained at a technical school, surely that
training musi be of great assistance to yonths
learning a trade. I should regret very mueh
any attempt to cut down the expenditure on
technical schools. Consolidation of schools 1
regard as a step in the right direction. The
Minister for Education afforded me, with
other members, an opportunity of seeing the
congolidated school system in operation at
Toodyay; and I was much impressed with the
gystem, which T think should be applied to
any eentre where it can be applied. One
centre I would recommend in this conneetion
is Donnybrook, where the Minister for Works
has reeently erected a2 spacious school, which
J am told will shortly need extension. I hope
the Minister for Education will keep that
watter in view. To some extent I agree with
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the member for Katanning that we should in-
erease by every possible means our agricol-
tural schools, on the lines—if we cannot de
better——of the Narrogin school. I hold that
the Narrogin school has done yeoman servige;
and I am assured that since its transfer from
the Agricultural Department to the Education
Department it has improved eonsiderably. I
am glad of that assurance. From my own
knowledge I can say that the accommodation
at that school is to-day inadequate,

Mr. Johnston: That is the main complaint.

Mr. PICKERING: I have met farmers
who have attended courses at the Narrogin
school and have declared their intention of
going back again, If praetical farmers, who
bhave made a suceessful trade of their farm-
ing without any prier knowledge, can obtain
so much advantage from the course at this
school, it shonld be the object of the Eduea-
tion Department to extend the benefits of
that institution in the widest possible mea-
sure, [ think such a school should be estab-
lished in every district where there are condi-
tions requiring investigation. The conditions
in the South-West, for instance, are entirely
different from those at Narrogin. But, while
that is so, Narrogin has my best wishes, I
am convinced, as the result of the statement
of the member for Kanowna, of the futility
of arguing against a reduetion of the vote in
this matter. I do not believe there are more
than one or two members of this Committee
who would vote for a reduction of the amount,
I honestly believe that we ecould increase the
facilities to the people outback and thus, we,
as a young nation, would have a hetter
educated community. If that were done, I
think it would be endorsed by the community
as o whole. T hope the Vote will be agreed
to as it stands, .

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [9.46]: Al the
States of Australia, including Western Aus-
tralia, shonld he congratulated on the edu-
cation systems in operation. In each case,
it is a free, pational eduvcational system.
But we should not lose gight of the fact
that when the systems were introduced, the -
finaneial conditions in the several States
were different from those existing to-day. In
the earlier days, there was an elastic method
of raising revenue through the Customs, but
under Federation that very useful method
was taken from the States. Our troubles did
not end there, because, as time went on, the
Federal Government gradually took over
other avenues of taxation. In ne single in-
stance, did they suggest taking over a de-
partment or function which meant the ex-
penditure of large sums of money, without
the benefit of larger returns.

Mr. Lutey: Do yon suggest the Iederal
Government should take over the edueation
systems of the States?

Mr. ANGELO: We know that Western
Australia has a large deficit. Reports in the
Press show that other States will either have
defieits or small surpluses. We alse know
that the Federal Treasurer anticipates a
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‘surplus. That being go, it would be veason-
able for the various State Governments to
aseertain  whether the Federal Govermment
will take over the eduncational facilities of
Anstralin or subsidise them liGerally and
leave them umder the control of the several
States. That is a question which should be
seriously considered before the Federal Con-
vention is held. The Federal Govermment
provide a maternity bonus to encourage the
hirth of children. Tt is only another step
for the Federal Government, having encour-
aged the advent of children, to see that they
are cduweated.  If the Federal Government,
however, provided the States with a sufficient
subsidy to eover the cost of primary eduea-
tion, the States could be left to shoulder the
burden of the cost of the higher branches of
edueation. This is an aspeet that should be
seriously eonsidered by the Government, and
the Premier might be in a position to confer
with other Premicrs at the fortheoming DPre-
micrs’ eonference with regard to it.

Mr, Jolmston: It could be discussed at
the Federal Convention.

Mr. ANGELO: It would he better for it
to be discussed first, by the Premiers so that
they might go to the Convention with a un-
animons proposal. The Government might
also vonsider the advisability of suggesting
to the Western Australian members in the
Federal arena that they might ascertain
whether something of the kind conld be done.
T want to emphasise the faet again that
Western Australia and the other States es-
tablished their cedueation systems when they
were in a far better position to do so than
they are to-day. In those days, they had a
better chance of raising the necessary money.
Bince then, the Federal Government have cn-
croached time and again upon every avenue
of taxation, leaving the States with hardly
sufficient to carry on domestic government
and expensive departments sueh as that under
disenssion.

Mr, MeCALLUM  (South  Fremantie)
[9.50): T do not know whother it iv of
any use members giving expression to their
views in conuncction with edueation matters,
seeing the lack of attention which is appar-
ently given by Ministers to the speeehes of
members. [ think it would be well to issue
a warning, as the member for Kanowna has
already done, that if the proposal to charge
fees in connection with the University is pro-
ceeded with, rhe anthorities ean expect tronble.
If jt is a question of talking to defeat that
proposal, T will he prepared to talk as long
as I ean standd. T hope the Honse will stamd
solidly agamat this proposal, and it wonld
be as well for membors to let their views be
known on the point.  1f that woere done, the
Senate of the TUniversity could he acquainted
with the position amd they eauld deop the
seheme and formulate some other proposal to
ririse money to finaner the institution. T am
disappointed that there is no inereased vote
provided sn favenr of the Workers™ Edoea-
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tional Association. I was hopeful thut the
Conntry Party would lend material assistance
in the direction of securing support for that
scheme. A proposal was laid before the Gov-
erument for a paltry £1,500 in order to link
up the Workers® Educational Assoviation
with the Tniversity and extend the ramifica-
tions of the scheme to the country listricts.
It woull have been a fine extension of the
education system in a field that has not lieen
touched np to the present, As it is, we are
limiting the education facilities to children
in a large measure, and there is mo reason
why the education system should not le ex-
tended to adults in order that they may en-
deavour to repair the mistakes of their youth
when, perhaps through ecconomiv considera-
fions in the home, they were wunble to con-
tinue their education in their younger days.
I believe Western Australia stands alone in
this direction. The Workers’ Educational
Association offers a means hy which that
position can be rectified. It is a scheme

which provides faeilities which are  not
available at the present tiwme, and wun-
der that aystem, youths and adults gen-
erally are able to pursue studies in

any direetion they may desire, An applica-
tion was made to the Government to provide
£1.500 to enable this work to be done; the
University was to provide the leefurers: the
classes were to be extended throughout all
the main towns in the State, and in addition
ta the lectures and discussions, correspon-
denee vlassos were to he established, bringing
the scheme into the home of every individual
who desired to participate. Such a scheme
would enable any individual to take a course
of stwdy in any subject he might desire. The
Government, however, have denied the Work-
ers’ Educational Association the opportunity
of going on with tliat seheme. The work
cannot pro-eed without finaneial support. To-
day the lectures are practically confined to
the ¢ity; they canmot be extended into the
vountry, sl even the opernt‘lons in the heart
of the population of the State, are limited,
I am very disappointed that the Government
have not seen fit to provide the small amonnt
1 have wentioned,  Western Australia is the
only State in the Commonwealth that has not
comie to the financial assistanee of the Work-
vrs’ Fducational Assoeiation. Regarding the
critivisms hurled at the apprentiveship system
in this State, T canmot understand the fremd
of that eriticism, Our system  c¢hallenges
comparison with that in any other part of
Australin. The finest class of triviesmen is
turned out in Western Australia. Yerv sood
work is dene by the Arbitration (‘anrt and
to-day over a thousand youths are examined
by skilled man, and these youths have to pass
an examination hefore thex become entitled
to the inercases provided under the Arbitra-
tion Court award.

Mr, Latham: Is there a sullicient nunther
of apprentives twrned out to serve all reguire.
ments in the different trades?

{Mr, Amgrolo took the Chair.”
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Mire MeCALLUM: Our one drawback here
is that we cannot absorh all the men who are
turned out.

My, Lathaw; Does that apply to bricklay-
ers!

Mr. McCALLTUM: That is the one excep-
tion that proves the rule. Tn the building
trade, the fauolt lies contirely with the emn-
Ploxers, for they will not take on apprentices.

Mr, A, Thomson: You know the reasen.

Mr., MeCALLUM: It is contended by the
contractors that they bhave small intermittent
iohw aml, in the eirenmstances, ther cannot
gve their way eclear to assume the responsi-
bility of indentures covering a period of
five years, because they ecannot secure con-
tinuous work. We went to the Builders®
aml Contractors’ Association with a deputa-
tion rvepresenting the combined building
trades and urged that body to adopt the
apprenticeship  svstem.  We suggested that
ther <hould transfer lads from one job to
another, We did everything possible to get
them to toke on apprentices, but the cm-
Plovers would net do so, beeause they would
not aceept the responsibility.

Mr. A, Thomson: They cannet aceept it

M. MeCALLUM: There i3 a certain
amount of strength in the attitude they take
up hut there should br some way of getting
over the diflienlty.

Mr. A, Thomson:
way?

Mr. MeCALTUM: Take a firm like MMil-
lars, T do uwot Eknow that T am giving
away trade secrets, but 1 believe Millarg are
practically at the back of the majority of
the vontractore in the ¢ity at the present time.
Contractors may operate under various names,
but really Millara stand behind the work.
That firm have big joinery works awd big
insiille works so that, should there be no work
~available outside, apprentices eould he trans-
forrnd to the workshops, That is onc way
of getting over the ditfieulty.

Mr. A. Thomsoun: Ile you vat think there
shoull he ong apprentice to dne man?

Mr, MeCALLTM: And they will not toke
one apprentice to 20 men!

The Minister for Works: This does not
eome wwidler the Edlucatien Vote,

Mr.  MeCALLUM:  Practically  every
si:eaker, inchuding the mover of the amendg-
ment, has discussod the question of eppren-
tices.

The Minjster for Works: The «question of
apprentices is pot dealt with upder this vote.

Mr, McCALLUM: The member for Pil-
bara diseusspd this matter at soma length and
he talked out of the hack of his neck. He
did not understand a thing he was talking
ahout. He daes not know anything about
labour conditions. He spoke about unskilled
men receiving more thap skilled men. He
did not give cases where that happened.
The man does not know the bead from the
bull '+ foor as far as trades unionism is con-
corned,

The CHATRMAN: Will the hon. member
confine his remarks to the Vote?

Cap you suggest that
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Mr. MceCALLUM: Am T not entitled to
reply to arguments which have been put up?

Mr. A, Thomson: They would not let me
do that last night.

AMr, MeCALLULM: T was kept ount of
my bed last night and the Minister need
not growl at the present stage. The evening
is ¢uite youmg. So far as apprentices are
concerned in Western Australia, they have
to pass examinations and seeure certificates
before they become entitled to the inereases
provided by the Arbitration Court award.

The Minister for Works: The Edueation
Vote docs not deal with that.

Mr, Troy: Technical schools deal with the
apprentices and provision 18 made for tech-
nieal schools.

Mr., MeCALLUM: Apprentices are eom-
pelleil under the award of the Arbitration
Court to spend a certain amount of time at
the Technieal School.  LExaminers are ap-
pointed and they are drawn from skilled men
working at their trande by day, who go to the
Technical School at night aud supervise and
examine the work of the apprentices. The
uninpg and the employers appoint represen-
tatives to visit the hoys in the workshoeps
once every half yvear. They examine the lads
on the job, and issue certificates if they come
np to standard. If they {lo not pass the test,
they do not get their certifieates and cannot
claim the increases provided by the court.

The Minister for Works: There is nothing
in this Vote dealing with that question,

My. McCALLUM: There are funds in this
Yotc to provide for the Technical Sehool,
which furnishes part of the apprenticeship
training. We are turning out the finest
tradesmen in Australin. When the Leader
of the Oppesition and T were in Neweastie a
few months ago, we visited the big works
there and were delighted to find that a aum-
ber of the departments were in charge of
voung men who had learned their trade
in this State, Tt is a striking testimony to
the theroughness with which onr lads are iu-
structed. However, those are the two points
[ wish tp stress, namely, that wben the Uni-
vesity Sepate comes here to ask for authority
to impose foes, they can rely upon some very
strong opposition. In the second place I
hope the Government will yot see their way

.clear to make some grant to the WEA. As

for the apprentices, T say the gystem in force
here will challenge comparison with anything
in the Eastern States.

Mr. A. Thomspn: Why not give our boys
an opportunity to learn a trade?

My MeCALLUM:; T have pointed out that
we have more trainéd boys than we can pro-
ville work for, To waste a lad's time be-
tween the ages of 14 and 21 by appreaticing
him to a trade which will furnish no opening
for him in after life, is to impose uwpen mm
a very grave injustice,

The Minister for Works: Men who learn
a trade can go anywhere in the world.

Mr. MeCALLUM: But we do not want
to lase our young fellows, Thev should be
trained for an aceupation which will give
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them a livelihood, The whole foree behind
the argument of one jourmeyman one appren-
tice is the desire to seeure cheap labour. 1
tatk as one who has served as an apprentice,
amd who in turn has taught apprentices. To
put in one apprentice to one journeyman is
an absolute fallaey. In my trade the propor-
tion is limited to one im six,

The Minister for Works: T wonder that
the members of the trade stand it. I suppose
evervone of the six has boys.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Every appreatice in
my industry in this State during the last ten
ydars has had to go elsewhere for work, or
else take on mavvying. You want boys fo
work for five years at low wages,

Mr, A, Thomson: You are going to con-
demn them to unskilled labour.

Mr. MeCALLUM: T want to put them to
something in whieh they ean use their know-
ledge in after life. What is the use of put-
ting them to a trade in whieh they will not
be able to secure work as journeymen? The
fundamental reason behind it all is cheap
labour. You want the benefit of the boys’
cheap labour for five years. The Arbitration
Court has discovered the reason of it all, and
has limited apprentices accordingly. If there
be any sineerity in the hon. member, why does
he not take apprentices?

Mr. A, Thomeon: I have them,

The CHATRMAN: I think this discussion
is now going beyond the scope of the Vote.

Mr. MeCALLUM: T should like to sce the
apprenticeship system in the huilding trades
improved, but the employera will not have it.
I appeal to the Minister to reconsider the
question of making a grant to the W.E.A,

The Minister for Works: I cannot make it.

Mr. MeCALLUM: We have had no reply
at all from the Government on the question.
We got a most sympathetic hearing from the
Minister for Education, but no definite answer
from the Government.

Mrs. Cowan: They practieally promised
the grant.

Mr. JOHNSTON  (Williams-Narrogin)
[10.5]: I oppose the proposal to reduce this
Vote beeanse 1T am quite certain that if such a
reduction were made, the schools to suffer
weuld be those in small eountry distriets. T
have here a return taken from the annual
report of the Education Department. It shows
the status of primary schools in Western Aus-
tralia and the cost of educating children at-
tending those schools. There are 61 primary
schools with an average attendance of over
200. The cost per head per annum of educat-
ing those children is £6 9s. 44. Woe have 105
schools with an average attendanee of from
52 to 200, and the average cost per head per
annum of educating those children is £6 14s,
8d. We have 149 schools with an average at-
tendance of from 20 to 50, and the cost of
educating those children per head per annum
is £11 2s. 5d. We have 335 schools of an
average attendance of under 20, and the’ cost
per head per annum of educating the children
at those schools i3 no less than £14 95, 5d4. I
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find that over 54 per cent. of the schools in
this State have an average attendaunce of
under 200 children, Imn those small schools
the cost per head rises to £14 9s. 5d., or more
than double the cost of educating the chil-
dren in large schools. It is apparent there-
fore that if the amendment be accepted the
smaller schools out haek are these which will
be made to suffer, This report points out that
it will be secen how greatly the seattered
population increases the expenditure. In the
half-time schools the cost per head per apnum
is over £18. I should like to point out that
with the expanding settlement taking place
to-day in the agricultural districts, all 'the
ery is for more new schools. I hope the Gov-
ernment will not accept any reduetion in this
Vote, which would only put diffienlties on
the settlers in the new districts in getting
the edueation facilities to which they are en-
titled. I want the Minister for Works to
realise that the demand he will have to face
in this connection duwring the next year or
two will be for more small schools, in con-
sequence of the inereasing scitlement.
In regard to the Narrogin farm school,
to which some referemce has been made
during the debate, I congratulate the Gov-
ernment on the transference of the control
of this school from the Agrieultural Depart-
ment to the Education Department. While
the school was controlled by the Agrieultural
Department it was starved, and nothing what-
ever was done for it. During the few montha
which have elapsed since Mr. Colebateh, the
present Minister, took over the administration
of this achool, very great improvements have
bkeen made, for which I thank him. To-day
it is an institution of which the Government
might well be proud. The only thing is, as
pointed ont by the member for Sussex, the
demand for aceommodation there is so preat
that even with the improvements already
made would-be students are unable to obtain
accommodation. I hope the Government will
take this matter into early consideration with
a view to increasing accommeodation at the
school, so that it may meet the requirements
of boys in the agricultural districta who are
desirous of obtaining tuition at that institu-
tion. It has been urged that an agricultural
college should be built, Personally I hope to
see it some day, hut in the existing state of
our finances the Government would be well
advised to improve the institution at Narre-
gin and let it meet all demands for tuition
in agriculture. Then later or, when an agri-
cultural college is boilt, the institution at
Narrogin could still remain to serve for the
earlier course, to train students for the agri-
eultural ecollege, in the same way as the
Modern Sehool trains students for the Tni-
versity. That is, of course, assuming that the
school at Narrogin is not ultimately eonverted,
as 1 hope it will be, into the agricultural eol-
lege itself. For the present I think the Gov-
ernment should improve and maintain the ex-
isting institution at Narrogin, and when op-
portunity offers shonld also establish in the
leading towns of the Great SBouthern district



[26 OcToBER, 1921.]

high schools on the lines of those recently
egtablished at Northam and Bunbury. To-
day»Katanning, Wagin, and Narrogin are al-
most as important as Bunbury and Northam,
scrving larger if more seattered populations.
The Government ought to consider the ad-
visability of establishing high schools in those
leading towns of the Great Southern, as they
have done at Northam and Bunbury.

Mr. Teesdale: Why, we cannot get a tin
pannikin in the North, much less a high achool.

Mr., JOHNSTON: 1 thought you got a
Commisgioner up there lately.. I am not sug-
gesting that he is a tin pannikin. How-
ever, the point I impress on the educa-
tional authorities is that we have big growing
eentres on the Great Southern, and it should
not be neecessary for parents, desirons of giv-
ing their children the advantage of our free

edncational system, to send their boys to the,

metropolitan area or to Northam or Bunbury.
1 hope the Government will consider the neces-
gity and desirableness of extending the sys-
tem of high schools to the localities T have
mentioned, and particularly to Narrogin. [f
further money is required for the purpose
they ecan rvely upon my support in the same
way that they can rely upon my opposition to
this ill-timed proposal to reduce the educa-
tion vote, which can only have the effect of
closing down a large number of those coun-
try schools which have an attendenee of fewer
than 20. I am not prepared to support such
an undesirable proposal.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W,
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [10.16]: I
must confess that the debate has been very
instructive in all respeets.  Hon. members
have, so far as cookery is concerned, dealt
with it from the humble damnper which has,
at any rate, bred and reared virile men and
women in Australia, to the more modern
fricessees, ragout and souffies which are ruin-
ing our digestions and are destined to bring
about the conditions of enervated luxury
which permitted Hanaibal with his privation-
reared warriors to conquer Rome and its
luxury debased eitizens, as depicted by the
member for Kanowna (Hon, T. Walker).
Members have addressed themselves to the
question of redueing the vote by £50,000. I
am quite satisfied that those who are sup-
porting this proposal have not studied the
Estimates, but have spoken from what
they have gleaned from the speeches of
other members. This they are quite en-
titled to do, but if they had studied the Es-
timates, they would have realised how futile
it was to attempt in any shape or form to
reconcile their utterances with their desires.
If there is one vote on these Estimates which,
reduced by £50,000, would revolntionize the
department and the facilities which the State
is enjoying, it is the edueation vote. Nearly
the whole of it represents the salaries of the
teachers, not only in the towns, but through-
out the country (listricts, and a reduction of
£50,000 would mean the closing uvp of quite
& number of schools, some in Perth and a
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number in the country distriets and on the
goldfields. Yet there is not one single mem.
ber who lias addressed the Committee but
has made it quite evident that he is not pre-
pared to elosc n single school. The member
for Pilbara (Mr. Underwgod) made some
very drastie remarks about cookery, laundry,
fancy work, celluloid babies and things of
that kind, I was quite astonished at some of
his remarks althowgh I do not agree with some
of the snbjects taught ic our schools, T
vigited the JFames-street school two or three
years ago and, although I have been a short-
hand writer for something like 46 years or
48 vears and still am proud to say I use it
with gkill, L was appalled to find the number
of youngsters learning shorthand and typing
in our Schools. The State cannot absorb them.
This sort of thing is all right in ita way.
T do not mind anyone learning any subject
which witl help to make bhim or her a better
vitizen, hut T do say that the education im-
parted should be directed towards the sources
from which it is expected a-living will be
ohtained. The learning of shorthand un-
doubtedly strengihens the memory, but it
will not hLelp any girl to make a bed or any
man to handle an axe or an artisan Wwith his
trade. 1 think we are devoting considerable
efforts to matters ot this sort which are not
directly counected with the callings in which
people have to earn a living. We are turning
out a thousand shorthand writers and typists

from our schools and from the business
colleges every vear. Perth canpot absorb
them. What is to become of them?

I know nothing abont typewriting, except
that my observatien of typists in my depart-
nent tells me it is a nerve-racking ealling
for the girls who praetise it. Tn the Works
department there is a considerable amount
of illness amengst the staft. Tt is seldom
that there are not twe or three of the typists
absent through illncss, which T am satisfied is
due to this nerve-racking business of typing.
[ cannot speak on some of these subjects
as T would be alle to do if I were in charge
of the department, but I want members to
congider this question: If they cut down this
vete how will they distribute it? T£ it is
to he a question of a 10 per cent, reduction-~
and that is what it appears to he—how will
they deal with it in the country distriets
where there is only one teacher? Tt is im-
possible to eut 10 per cent. off one teacher.
So much might be cut off the salary if that
were permissible, but we are not allowed to
tlo that. How ecan we cub things down in
connection with the towns unless the redue-
tion is made general in the country distriets
as well? Reference -was made to lawyers
and accountants studying mechanical and
other trades at the technical sehool. I
can quite understand a lawyer endeav-
ouring to learn something abont the vari-
ous trades, but this was not the reason
for the establishment of the technical schools.
If it is a fact, as has been stated, that it is
impossible for students to obtain admiasion to
the technical school because of those persons
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studying there, I shall ask the Minister for
Educgtion to rectify the matter. Regarding
the statement that at Midland Junction loco.
workshops apprentices are not received unless
they bhave spent some time in a technital
school, I c¢an quite understand the desirable-
ness of this, but I do not think it is fair, and
I shail bring it under the notice of the Min-
ister for Railways to see if an alteration ean
be made there. Other things dealt with in-
vlude farm schools. 1 believe we shonld have
these schools and agricultoral colleges as well,
and I am satisfied that my colleagne the Min-
ister for Education, if ke could get the money,
would be only too happy to cstablish them.
Many matters have been mentigned by vari-
ous members and 1 have noted them, hut I
shall advise the Minister for Eduneation that

he would do well to look through the report -

of the «ebate which has taken place. Putting
on one side things that are immaterviai, quite
o number of matters have been mentioned
which vequire considerable thought and at-
tention, and will be well worth the time
devoted to studying them. I shall put that
aspeet before him, and if he endeavours to
ascertain how far he can meet the desires of
members, the debate will prove to have heen
not without cffect. The member for Katan-
ning (Mr. A. Thomson) mentioned the Train-
ing College at Claremont, 1Ie probably is not
aware that, when the Training College wns
established, there was prent difficulty in find-
ing suitable teacbers and the number of tea-
chers required to staff our schools. We coulid
find quite a number of persons who had had
some experience of teaching, hut they had not
Dbeen trained in the way that modern require-
wents dictated. As for the State losing
money because the ladies get married, that is
what they are for; it is their business in life
to get married. It would be a sorry time for
the men if ladies were not prepared to get
married. 1f the State oes not get full value
from them os teachers, we can rest assured
that these persons, having been properly edn-
eated, will make their influence felt in what-
ever sphere they happen to be placed. It
might be that the State would receive a
greater return in pounds, shillings and pence
if they remained as teachers in the schools
but we want to get an atmosphere of usefrl-
ness and real practical knowledge disseininated
throughout the State, and these ladies who
marry are carrying with them an influence
which this State cannot afford to belittle, [
do not care twopence for the fart that when
they get married, the State makes some nllow-
ance to them. F think the question has leen
well discussed. I do not think it is the in-
tention of the CUommittee to push this amend-
ment. At any rate T hope it is not, because
T am satisfiul that if a reduction of £30,000
is carried, a great diffieulty will be createil
rigght through the eountry. Tt is not right
for members to suggest a reduction of this
kind with an eye to the probable effect of it
on their partienlar constituencies. Any mem-
ber sitting in this House should corsider the
effeet on the whole of the country and not on
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his particnlar coustituency. This is what we
tell the yeople when we go wp for eleciion;
we tell them that we are out to rejwescnt not
only the constituency, but Western Australia
as a whole, The man who simply takes stock
as to how a partien]ar vote will affeet him
and his constituency is unworthy to he a
member of this Assembly or to take his posi-
tion ns a2 West Anstralian. 1 hope the Vote
will be passed as printed. T am at a preat
disadvantage, because 1 am one of those who
in earlier life did not cnjoy the tull advant-
ages of education that some of those who have
spoken cnjoyed, but I can say that I have
done my hest to repair the defieiency, and [
eloim to have done not too hailly as one whe
started husiness quite young in life without
sixpence to his name, and who has had to
fight his way cver since without friends or
influence to back him. .

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T wmove an amend-
meng— :

That the vote he reduced by L5000,
Amendment put.
My, UNDERWOOD:
The CHAIRMAXN:

faye.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: The motion iv, that
the vote he redueed by £50,01H. You did uot
put it elearly.
The CHAITRMAXN: [
heard only cue '‘aye.’’

Divide!
I heard ounlvy one
. .

did put i, bat T

AMr. UNDERWOOD: Put it again. 1 will
guarantee yon will get twe ‘‘aves.”’
The CHATRMAN: T put it twice and

could only hear one ‘‘aye.’’

My, UXDERWOOD: The last time yon
put it you lid not put it vorrectly. Pnr it
again,

The CHAIRMAN: 1
member another chance.

will grive the lon,

Amendinent again put and negativel.
Vote put and passed.

Department of Public Health, Hon, H. T.
Colebatch, Minister (Hon, F. T. Broun in
charge of the votes).

Vote—Medieal and Publie Health, £177.210:

The COLONIAL SECRETAHRY (Hon.
¥, T. Bronn—Beverley} [10.33]: This is one
of the main departments wnder my control
and is a most important one. The vote hay
been cnt down by £20,000 odd in variowns
directions. Last year the cexpemditure
amounted to £197,640 or £16,852 in excess of
the vote, but this wos £43,298 lews thau the
expenditure for the financial year 1419-20,
The large redaction in expenditore was due
to the faet that for the year ended 10th June,
1920}, there was an expenditure of approxi-
mately £50,000 included for the influenza ont-
break. During the year recently passed there
was only a sum of £2,000 under thix head,
whielh was cavried over from the yprevious
year. The excess of £16,831 on the vxpendi.
ture £or the vear wp to the 20th June, 1921,
compared with the estimate, was mainly
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vaused by the inerease in selaries £7,409; in-
ereases in the cost of provisions and clothing,
and an increase of 10 per eent. in the pa-
tients’ treatwment in the Government hospitals,
making a total of £3,500; and a special grant
to the Perth and Fremantle public liospitals
over and above the vote alloeated on the Fs-
timates list year of £4,700. The vote on the
Estimates last year for the Perth public hos-
pital was £20,000. Tn addition to that, owing
to the hospital committee not being able to
meet its expenditure, the Government had to
agsist with a farther sum of £3,450, making
a total of £23,450, The Fremantle public
hospital, which is ineluded in the £4,700, had
the snm of £5,000 placed on the Estimates
last year, but wes unable to meet the expendi-
ture during tlhe year, with the result that we
had to give a swm of £1,250 by way of special
grant. The increase in the cost of provisions
and clothing amounted to £1,747. There was
also an unanticipated expenditure on ven-
creal diseases above the estimate of £1,000
and other residual expenditore arising out
of the influenza outbreak amounting to
£925, meking a total cxeess expenditure
of £16,651. This department is onc of

the main _spending  departments of  the
service and  controis many  hospitals in
the State. There are 26 assisted hospitals

and 22 Government hospitals, as well as three
public hospitals, making a total of 51 hos-
pitals under the control of the department.
Tn the Government hospitals there are 478
heds. In the Wooroloo Sanatorinum there are
308 beds and in the King Edward Memorial
Hospital 23 beds. There are nlso the Ol
Men’s Home and the Old Women's 1ome
with an average total number of inmates of
630. The department subsidises and super-
vises the operations of the two publie hos-
pitals and 23 assisted hospitals, accounting
for a total in the Government hoapitals of
800 beds. In the Public Health Department,
o deal of expenditore is incurred, and in
taking two departments together there is
very little revenue or chance of revewue. The
Tublic Ifealth Department absorbs ubout
£30,000 per annum. In addition to the pen-
eral administration of the Health Depart-
ment and the supervising of the 120 loeal
authorities, it maintains the meat inspection

service, the administration of the pure food .

regultations, the organisation of wmedieal ex-
amination of school children; it has control
of the public buildings and the sanitary ser-
vices in comnection with all public buildings;
and it administers the Factories and Shops
Act and the legislation dealing with venereal
discases and the registration of nidwifery
nurses, In dealing with all these various
branches, it naturally ineurs large expendi-
ture. Nevertheless, I am in the position, as
Minister coutrolling the Medical and Health
Departments, of finding that we are able to
obtain very little revenue. In that depart-
ment during the year which has closed rev-
enue to the amount of £37,337 was raized. Of
this amount hospital revenue, mainly due to
patients’ fees, produced £19,969, The homes
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for the aged produced £8,037, mainly made
up of payments by the pension authoritics
for the maintenanee of old age and invalid
pensioners.  The public health side produced
£9,321, principally made up of fees for meat
branding, of Commonwealth subsidy on ven-
ereal diseases expenditure, and registrations,
fecs for factories, shops and other register-
able premises. Members will see from the
TFstimates that there has been a reduetion.
In one of the institutions, namely the Woor-
oloo Sanatorium, there has been g large re-
duction.  The expenditure there has heen
growing considerably during the last few
vears, Drastic action has now, been taken
with a view to economiging in several diree-
tions. We found that hy going into the
working of the inatitution thoreughly we were
able to effeet considerable economies without
doing anything detrimental to the paticnts.
At this sapatorivm and the farm we found it
possible to make economies right through,
and we aunticipate Dbringing about consiler-
able savings. We have taken into considera-
tion the matter of provisions, the cost of
whiel will fall materially, we hope, very soon
We have nlso taken into comsideration the
matter of drugs used at other institutions,
These are now permitted to come inte the
Commonwealth free of duty. After a good
dea! of agitation we have indueed the Fed-
eral nuthorities to agree to nllow these drugs
used £or hospital purposes to come in free of
duty. This will make a big difference in the
cxpenditure. The cost of the Woorcloo Sana-
torinm lias been steadily inereasing for vears
past, but drvastic action has recently been
taken to enforee cconomies there. A total of
£25,521 is provided on the Estimates for the
current year, showing a deerease of £5,383
as compared with last year’s expenditure. [t
is anticipated that by the time all possible
ceonomies have been enforeed at this institu-
tion, the cxpenditure will be down to the rate
of ohont £23,000 per annum; but the ccono-
mies made will not be available for the whole
of the current year. In the case of the Old
Men’s Home alse, the department concerned
have cffected various ceonoinies, the resnlt
of which is o decrease on this year's Esti-
miates, compared with last vear’s expendi-
ture, of over £3,000. In rcgard to publie
hospitals, a reduction of £3,700 is shewn,
This reduction is in respeet of the Terth and
Fremantle hospitals. So far as the Perth
Public Hospital is concerned, the amount
provided on this year’s Estimates, £20,04), is
the same as that provided for last year, al-
though last year eertain apeeial grants were
made, amounting to £3,450, in addition to
the amount voted. Tn view of the need for
hedrock ecomomy, and of the economics en-
forced at the department’s own institutions,
it is necessary to fix the vote for the Perth
Publie Hospital for the eurrent year at
£20,000. The fact that this hespital receives
very littfe support financially from the pub-
lic constitutes a continual reproach to the
present systeimn, and compares most unfavour-
ably with the amounts raised by varicus
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country and goldfiells hospitals. If the utmost
economy be practised at the Perth Public
Hoaspital, and if efforts are made to increase
the revenue, the institution should be able to
.carry through on the £20,000 provided. As
regards the Fremantle Hospital, the Esti-
mates provide for a total expenditure there
of £6,000, as compared with £6,250 last year.
On the amount received, however, the hos-
pital went back to the extent of £600
during the year; 8o that, taking that
fact into consideration, Perth and Fre-
mantle Hospitals arc both being redueced
in about the same ratio. In the vote
for assisted hospitals a total diminution is
ahown of £1,676. This is due to the reduetion
of Broad Arrow hospital to the basis of a dis-
triet nursing scheme, and to the fact that
last year’s expeuditure was swollen by cer-
tain apecial grants to Wagin, Meckatharra,
Yarloop, and Westonia, and to the reduection
of subsidies at Laverton and Leonora. Laver-
ton iz at present practically operating as a
distriet nursing scheme although a subsidy
of £200 per annum is being paid. The sub-
sidy at Leonora has been reduced in view of
the reduction of the work at the hoapital ta
about one-third of what it was when the mines
and the hospital were in full swing. As to
the health section, last year’s Estimates pro-
vided for the appointment of a second school
medical officer and a dentist. The positions,
however, were not filled last year; and in
view of the financial position it has beén de-
cided to defer this extra provision for school
work for the present. We were not able to
obtain the services of a dentist at anything
Like the salary we felt disposed to give.

Mrs, Cowan: Arc you having only the onc
school medical officer?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes, as
at present.
Mra. Cowan: We have one this year, then?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes. Last
year the revenue of the department was
£37,337. It is estimated that the revenuc
for the current year will be £38,500, The prin-
cipal reason for this anticipated increase is
the fact that hospital fees have been raised
from 6s. to 7s, 6d. per day. The increass will,
of course, only affect the people who can af-
ford to pay such fees. Indigent cases will
continue to be treated gratis; but in connec-
tion with patients who cannot pay full fees,
the system existing, of aceepting that por-
tion which a person can pay, will be econ-
tinued. Personally, I should like to have more
money at my disposal, especially for the pur-
pose of assisting hospitals in the country dis-
tricts. However, it i3 my intention to intro-
duce very shortly, if possible to-morrow, a
Hospitals Bill which will assiat considerably
all the hospitals thronghout Western Aus-
tralia, but will not throw on the Government
auch a responsibility as they are now shoulder-
ing. Under the Bill the Government will not
benefit to any great extent so far as money is
concerned; but the measure will be of such a
nature that the people throughout the length
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and breadth of this State will be able to con-
trol their own hospitals, and raige suffictent
funds, with every assistance from the (ov-
ernment, to Lring about efficiency and eeonc-
my in the administration of the hospitals. 1
feel certain that if the Bill goes through, the
control of hospitals will be very mueh hetter
than it is at present, The measure will leave
it open to country districts to deeide wkether
they will have a hospita) or not. The present
system of hospital administration js not uni-
form, and does not give satisfaction. We
have in one town a Government hospital, and
in an adjoining distriet a hospital managed
by a committee and not giving anything like
the assistance rendercd by the institntion
under Government vontrel. Any information
desired by hen. members on the items I ahall
be glad to furnish.

Mr, PICKERING (Sussex) [10.50]: T con-
gratulate the Colonial Secretary upon his
forecast of the carly intreduction of a mea-
sure te deal with hospitals. T wonld like to
point out one diffienlty.

The Minister for Works: Not now. Let us
discuss the Bill when it comes forward,

The CHATRMAN: T will ask the hon.
member to confine his attention to the Vote
before the Committee,

Mr. PICKERING: Some of the reductions
shown in the Estimates in conneetion with the
assisted hospitala are unwarranted. T under-
agtand that the Distriet Medical Officer at
Busselton, for instance, has had his salary
cut down by £50. He has a large distriet to
cover and the amount he receives is only a
small one. Hon. members can qnite under-
stand that medical officers in the country
districts very often do a eonsiderable amount
of work in relieving sickness and pain, for
whiclh they do not receive recompense.

The Minister for Works: This is all a
matter of opinion.

Mr. PICKERING: T am entitled to give
expression to my opinion. T consider the re-
duction unwarranted. The system of dis-
trict nursing should bhe extended. T know
of instances where 2 great deal has been done
in this way, but difficulty has been exy
perienced in retaining the services of qualified
nurses. In one partienlar instance, the nearest
hospital is some 16 miles away, and in such
cases it is neressary that a nurse should be
on the spot, particularly for the pnrposes of
maternity eases. Tt should be possible for
the Gofernment to augment the funds raised
by the loeal people, and thes assure the pre-
senee of nurses in the ontlying  distriets.
There is another important matter regarding
which the people are entitled to receive some
authoritative assurance from the Government.
I refer to the plagne.

Mr, A, Thomson: That is in Queengland,

Mr. PICKERING: Statements have been
made by the Commeawealth medical officers
emphasising the seriousness of the position
and T fear the plague will not be confined to
Queensland. I think the people generally
would be much relieved if there was some
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statement by the Minister for Public Health
indicating that every preeaution was being
taken against the introduction of the disease
into Western Australia. I regret it has not
been possible for the Government to provide
the extra medical assistance which was fore-
casted regarding the State schools. The Edu-
cation Commission drew particular attention
to the importance of that aspect, ond if a
Commission selected by the Government make
a recommendation of such ah urgent nature,
Ministers should give effect to it. The num-
ber of medical officers should be increased
go that their attention may be devoted to
country schools as well as to the metropolitan
institutions,  Another important question
affecting the country schools, as well as those
ot the eity, is the denta! attention that should
be given to the children., The question of
dentistry as affecting the school life of the
children, is one of vital importance. If we
only realised the significance of* pyorrhea
to which can be attributed 3o many diseases
in after life, the importance of early exam-
ination of the teeth in order to arrest any
tendency towards that dental complaint,
would be at once appreciated. I cannot at-
tempt to picture the effects of this dread dis-
ease, but it should be the duty of the Gov-
ernment to appoint a Government dentist
to conduet examinations in the various
schools. .

Mr. Troy: It is only a question of money.

Mr, PICKERING: I would not advocate it,
if it was not sneh an important matter.

Mr. Troy: We would look after the indi-
vidual from the cradic to the grave if we
only had the money,

Mr. PICKERING: If a dentist were ap-
Ppointed, he shounld make a tour of the coun-
try districts and examine the sehool children
there.

The Minister for Works: Youn would want
50 dentists to tour the State, and do this
work effectively. .

Mr. PICKERING: I will give expression
to my opinion; I will not be dictated to by
the Minister for Works. This is an import-
ant matter.

. The Colonial Secretary: Hear, hear. You
are quite right. . .

Mr, BOYLAND (Kalgoorlie) [10.56]: I
was rather pleased at the announcement
made by the Minister regarding.the patients
at the Wooroloo Sanatorium. 1 was con-
cerned when I heard that the Vote. .fior. that
institution bad been cut down by. £10,000.

The Colonial Secertary: It is.£5,0001 1

Mr, BOYLAND: I was so much concerned
that I-went to the Minister and he gave me
his assurance that the patients would not
suffer. T amm more interested from the bu-
manitarian standpeint than frem' any .other,
and T think it will be realised that we. ust
treat our sick and needy with every kind-
ness. It must be recognised that the Woor-
oloo Sanatorium. is a safeguard for the health
of Western Australia generally. The pa-
tients who have the misfortune to suffer from
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these dread diseases should be made comfort-
able at the sanatorium, and by this means
they will be encouraged to remain there.
Their suffering is great and their life, 03 a
rule, is not prolonged. People do not care
to go to the institution because of the pain
and suffering to be witnessed. In these cir-
cumstances, I am pleased indeed that the Min-
ister has given his assurance that the pa-
tienta will not suffer becanse of the reduced
Vote.

Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [10.59]: I trust the
Minister will not cut down the amounts given
to assigted hospitals in the country distriets.
The hospitals in the Murchison distriet are
maintained partly by the people themselves,
and partly by means of a Government subsidy.
Up in Cue last year we contributed over
£1,200 to the maintenance of our hospital
We had oceasion to apply to the Government
for assistance to the extent of £120 in clear-
ing off an outstanding liability. We were
firmly turned down. The people who are pre-
pared to tax themselves for the support of
the hospitals should be given: every encour-
agement, - Althongh we receive over £600
subsidy from the Government, yet by the
time the doctor’s salary iz paid and all ex-
penses met, the committee are thrown on their
own resources for the upkeep of the hospital.
Almost everybody in the Cue distriet pays
1s. 6d. weekly to the medical fund. That
entitles them to go to the hospital if neces-
sary. It brought in last year £730 18s. 6d.,
and by collections and other means another
£500 was secured. Such generous givers
ought to be generously treated by the Gov-
ernment,

The Colonial Secretary:
generously.

Mr., CHESSON: I do not know that,
Many appeals have been made to the Gov-
ernment for that £120, but without success.
If we still had the Great Fingal mine going,
we could manage with the Government sahb-
stdy and an individual contribution of ls.
weekly, whereas under existing circumstances
we have no hope of getting through on 1s. 6d.
weekly. Therefore I saj the Minister should
show more consideration. I am glad to know
that the patients in Woorcloo are not to
suffer throngh this reduction. Anything that
can be done to relieve their condition should
be gladly done.

We do treat them

Mr. TROY {Mount Magnet) [11.3]: Asone
representing a district the hospitals in which
are sutbsidised to a small extent, but where
the greater part of that cost is raised locally,
T ask the Minister what he proposes to do
by way of putting all the hospitals of the
State on the same footing. It is a most un-
sound policy under which people living in
remote areas are compelled to pay a large
proportion of the cost of hospitals, while
people in the more populous districts go prac-
tically free. . On the remote goldfields all the
hospitals are maintained by the loeal Tesi-
dents, who in this way contribute thousands
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ot puunda per annmm, At Mt. Maguet recently
a movement was set atoot to raise money
for the hospital, with the result that a mere
hanifut of people subseribed a very cvousid-
erable <um. Yet in towuns like Geraldton,
Nwmtham, Albuny, York, and Narrogin the
people are not ealldl upon to pay anything
i tiic regard.

The Cnlomial Seeretarv: AN those places
have Government hospitals.

My, TROY: That is 8o, the Government
are vesponsible for the whole of their main-
tenane,

The ¢Coloninl Secretary: 1 want to alter
that.

Mr, TROY: The Minister wiil have my
eordial suppart,- 1f in the days of the Lahbovor
Government there was any difference of
opinion between the member for North-Tast
Fremantle (Hon. W. . Angwin) and I, it
was over this very question. Whilst he as
Minister wis cutting out help from the peo-
ple of the back conntry, he was making no
atrempt to compel the people of populons
towns-to pay anything at all towards the
maintensnee of hospitala, Tt is very unfair,
If the Minister will endeavour to remove this
anamaly T will eordially support him. T hope
the Minister will do his best to assist the
haspitals in the back eountry. There is un
the part of seme Ministers a fendenvy to
urge to still greater efforts the people already
paying.  These people, vnder some financial
embarrassment, ask for a little extra assist.
anev from the Government, and the policy
of Ministers is to say “We have not the
ninwey, al onr alviee is that yon make a
spevinl effort.”” They are prone to ride a
willing horse bevond his strength.

Mr, Latham: 1 agree with that,

Mr. TROY: Tt is & very wnfair policy,
one to which no Minister should lend sup-
port.  When people are doing their Dest,
they shenid have a claim on the sympathy of
the rexpousible Minister. T onee hnd oeca-
sion to go te a former Colonial Secretary. The
people in my locality had raised for a hospi-
tal £9,000 in three years, and so paid for
the whole of the buildings. The Government
were then subsidising to the extont of 10s,
in the poand. The Colonial Seerctary cx-
pressedl himaelf as very pleased with what
thowe people had done, and by way of en-
vouragement he informed them that he would
have to reduce the subsidy. 1 mwust say T
have reeeived very fair and  generous
censileration from Mr, Colebateh, and have
always  found him  very  sympathetie
with the people in the back country,
Can the Minister give an assurance that the
£3,m0 reduetion of the Wooroloo Sanator-
ium item will not result in the patieuts suffer-
ing any inconvenicnees? He has not explained
how he intends to effect the reduction.

The (‘olpnial Secretary: The patients will
not =uffer. We will be making a saving in
provisions, and the dairy will be combined
with the institution.

My, TROY: As the Mmister contemplates
making a saving in provisions, it looks as if
the patients must suffer,
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The Colonial Seeretary: T assure you they
will not.

Mr. TROY': It must be remembered that a
majority of the patients gave their lives to
on industry which has done wmuch for West-
evrn Australin, Had they had the good for-
thue to work in somc other industry, they
would not be in the institution fo-day. Their
presence in the sapatorimm is the resalt of
their orcupation in a certain industry, and
hecause of their mistortune they should re-
caive the best that the State can give them.
1 understand it is the intention of the Medi-
cal Department to utilise motor ambulances
in the back country to bring patients into
the ¢entral hospitals when necessity arises.
I suguest that one of these ambulances bLe
provided at Mt. Magnet. There is no doctor
at Samlstone, whieh is 100 miles from MNt,
Magnet. 1 do not say that the population of
Sandstone is very large, hnt a big avea of
pastoral yountry beyond that is being ocen-
pied, and accidents might oceur at any time.
The train runs only once a fortnight, and
if an accident oceurs 100 or 130 miles out,
there is no possibility of getting the patient
to the hospital unless some such facilities are
provided. Mining development in the Yalgoo
district is progressing.  After many years
the district is going ahead. Yalgoo is a very
prosperous town, the centre of a pastoral
district, and probably oue of the hest hus-
iess towns in the State. South of Yalgoo
there is a mine being developed on which 54 -
men are emploved, anid within a few weeks
the number will he 100, South of that coun-
try there are other properties being devel-
opeid, and T have great hopes that the mining
industry in this locality will revive, If an
arccidlent oceurs at any of these mines 100
miles from Yaigoo, the only way to get
wedical attention is to bring the patient into
Mt. Magnet. The Minister should realisc
that Mt. Mapgnet is the centve of all these
distriets, aud is the only place having a resi-
dent doctor, and as he scrves the people
within a radius of huondreds of miles, the
motor eonvenience I ask for is warranted.

Mr., AXGELO (Gascoyne) [11.18]: I
wish to touch on the 4question of sub-

and  the appeintment
of district medieal officers. Many of the
appeiatees  are  only  subsidized They
are given a small snm to act am distriet me.dl-
cal offivet. When the Government appoiat
a man and subgidise him, they really create
a 'monopoly, beeanse ke I8 given the run of
the hospital

The (olonial Seeretary: T intend to alter
that.

Mr. AXGELO: Some of these men have
heen reasonable in their fees, hut others have
profitecred, and unfortunately there has been
no way of preventing them from profiteering.

The Colonial Seeretary: We have no control
over that,

Mr. ANGELO: 1 snggest that a scale of
charges De drawn up and that a medieal
officer, hefore heing appeinted, be made to
ngree to the charges.

sidised  hospitals
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Mr. Mann: They would not aceept these
rositions under sueh conditions.

My, ANGELQ: I think they would.

Mr. Mam: But you have diffienlty now
in getting them to go out.

Mr, ANGELO: Not to some districts.
Home doctors have been so reasonable in their
fees  and charges that there has not been a
single comment or complaint, but others have
come along and bought the practice and have
charged double the previons fees. There is
no appeal; the pioncer has to put up with it.
I hope the Alinister will insist on the adop-
tion of a scale of charges and fees.

Mr. Mann: Bnt they will not aceept the
positions.

Mr. ANGELO: T think they will. We
should provide in the terms of the appoint-
ment that the scale of feeg be adhered to.

Mr. Mann: You will not get first-class men
under those conditions.

e, ANGELO: We have had first-class men
whose fees have been reasonable,

Mr. Mann: But they were not appointed
under your suggested conditions, that they
be bound down to ceftain conditions and
travelling expenses,

Mr. ANGELO: The fees charged should
be reasonable, If some medieal men ean make
a good living by charging reasonable fees,
why should others be allowed to come in and
. eharge 100 per cent, more? Yect such cases
are happening to-day. Metropolitan members,
with numbers of doctors to choose from, do
not realise the unfortunate position in whigh
the men and women in the back ecountry are
piaced. In some of these cases T have known
of 1lUs, a@ mile being charged for travelling
expenses, although the doetor could hire a
motor ¢ar to take him to the patient and
bring him back for 2s. 6d. a mile. I know
of one case where a patient was charged £140
for travelling expenses, although the distance
did not exceed 90 miles, I have fortunately
heen able to get this charge redueed to £B0,
but this was only done as an act of grace on
the part of the doctor. I hope the Minister
will sec that some arrangements are made to
remedy this difficalty and see that doectors are
subsidised wnder such conditions that the fees
they charge are fair and reasonable,

Mr. Mann: Did the £140 ineclude the doe-
tor’s fee?

Mr. ANGELOQ: No, that was an additional
amount. I ask the Minister to give earnest
consideration te this important matter.

Mrs. COWAN;: When the department is
dismissing nurses, 1 liope due regard will be
had to the serviee of those who were engaged
with the military forces. I understand there
were two nurses whose serviees were dispensed
with o little while ago and that one of these
was a military nurse. These nurses rank as

soldiers and ghould have preference of em-

pleyment.
Vote put and passed.
Progress reported.

House adjourned al 11.24 pan.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at +.30
p.m. and read prayers,

QUESTION—WOOROLOO SANATORIUML

Hon. E. H. HARRIS asked the Minister
for Edueation: 1, Have regulations or in-
structions been issued that in foture any
persons being admitted to the Wooroleo Sana-
torium shall, irrespective of their state of
health, report at the ofiice of the Health De-
partment, Perth? 2, 1f so, what provision
hias beenr made to prevent persons afHicted
with tubcreunlosis, partieularly theose in in-
digent circumstances beeoming a menace to
the health of the eommunity? 3, Why the
necessity for intending inmates to the sana-
torinm having to report first to the IHealth
Department, Perth, instead of proceeding
direet to the institution, thereby aveiding de-
lay amwl minimigtg the danger to the public?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, All persons desiving admission {o
the Wooroloeo Sanatorinm from the wmetro-.
politan area have first to make the neccssary
business arrangements at the Publie Heslth
Department, or, alternatively, friemls o ie-
farions may make such arrangefnents on lbe-
kalf of inrending potients. 2, Attendance of
patientz at the departmentat ellice ahls noth-
ing te the danger to the community, 3, Sueh
attendance is neeessary in order that business
and tramsport arrangements may be con-
eluded.

“QUESTION—ENDOWMENT LANDS,

Hon. A. SANDERBON asked the Minister
1, What is the aren of Crown
Inuds reserved for endowment? 2, What is
the estimated capital value? 38, What income
is derived from the property, and who con-
trol the reserves? 4, Is a teport on the matter
available for members?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, 9,740 acres 3 roods 17 poles. 2,
1t is impossible to give the estimated capitai
value of the lands at such short notice. 3,
{a) Total ircome derived from properties is
£150 14s. 10d.; interest from Treasnry £64;
interest from Savings Bank, £8 10s. 6d.; esti-
mnted total inecome for this year, £223 58, 4d.
(b) Edueational Endowment Trustees. 4, A
copy of the Annual Report of the Edueation
Endowment Tenstees was forwarded to the



